
 
 

 

 

9 September 2016 
 
Dear parents,  
 
On behalf of the staff and governors, I would like welcome you and your children back to St. 
Lawrence’s for the new academic year. It was lovely to see the children back in their uniforms on 
Wednesday and it is amazing how much some of them have grown over the summer. With your 
support, I am sure we will have another successful year of learning, progress and happiness in 
our school. 
 
WELCOME TO STAFF AND CHILDREN: This year we welcome Mrs Maxwell as Deputy Head 
Teacher into Year 6. Mrs Maxwell is already full of ideas to further improve our school and I have 
no doubt that she will be a huge asset to us going forward. We also welcome Miss O’Hare to our 
school in a full time teaching capacity in Year 6. Miss O’Hare was a school based student at St. 
Lawrence’s last year and became a qualified teacher with an ‘Outstanding’ grade. In addition, we 
also have Miss Womphrey at our school who will be with us as a full time student working 
alongside Mr Jeffrey initially. 
 
I would also like to extend a warm welcome to all of our new children in Reception that have 
started with us. They have all settled extremely well. 
 
NEW EQUIPMENT: You may have noticed that the school has invested in a lot of new 
equipment in Reception and Nursery. The outdoor areas have been completely transformed and 
it has been a delight to see the children exploring them with such joy. We are fully committed to 
giving our children the very best start in life and the design has been fully thought out by our 
Early Years team to stimulate and excite the children about their learning.  
 
PARENT GOVERNOR: The term of office of Mrs Helen Smith as parent governor has come to 
an end. Mrs Smith wishes to stand for re-election. Mrs Smith continues to offer great commitment 
and support in her role of representing the parental voice in our regular governing body 
meetings. She gives us the benefit of a lot of her personal spare time and wisdom in our regularly 
scheduled meetings.  If anyone would like to stand for election as parent governor then they 
need to inform Mr Brown by 3.15pm on Friday 16 September. 
 
ATTENDANCE AND SCHOOL PRIORITIES: As with last year we will be giving attendance in 
school a high priority. We aim for all of the children to be 95% and above. Any children below 
90% will be invited into school to discuss ways in which attendance can be improved and parents 
will be asked to sign a parental contract. This is a supportive process that is for the benefit of the 
children and their education. After all, if they are not here then they cannot learn.  
 
Once again, children with attendance of more than 98% will be entered into a draw to win a bike 
at the end of each term. We have some ideas for 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 prize as well. We will also be 

looking to offer prizes for children who have improved most or made a special effort in reading, 
writing and maths over the course of the year. Further details are to follow. 
 
UNIFORM AND PE KITS: It has been brilliant to see the children in their new uniforms at the 
start of the year. Please remember to put your child’s name on each item of the uniform as they 
are very easily lost and confused. Also, please remember to bring in the children’s PE kit 
remembering appropriate footwear. Early Years and Year 1 and 2 will have their PE slot on a 
Monday. Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 will have PE on a Thursday. As always, we recommend that PE kit 
stays in school for the half term so that the children have one less thing to remember. 
 
Please also remember that ear rings are not part of the school uniform. Ideally, they should be 
removed before school. If this is impossible then they need to be covered with small sticking 
plasters. 
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AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS: After school clubs will begin next week from Monday 12 September. 

We have had to make some alterations to the timetable this year but all clubs are on offer as 

follows. Please note that pupils will not be able to attend unless written permission is 

given on the form attached: 

Day Club Who When Cost 

Monday Sports Club Year 1 and 2 3.15 – 4.15 Free  

Tuesday Basketball Y3,Y4,Y5 and Y6 3.15 – 4.15 Free 

Wednesday Karate Club Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4, 
Y5 & Y6 

3.15 – 4.15 £2 per session 

Thursday Sports Club Y3,Y4,Y5 and Y6 3.15 – 4.15 Free 

Friday Dance Club Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4, 
Y5 & Y6 

3.15 – 4.15 Free 

Friday Guitar Club Y6 3.15 – 4.15 £2 per session 

 

ROALD DAHL DAY: We will be having a celebration of the life of famed children’s author Roald 

Dahl on Tuesday 13 September, which would be the day of his 100
th
 birthday. That day, the 

children will be fully exploring a Roald Dahl text and will be set a number of enjoyable activities 

around the book that the teacher has chosen for them. Due to the short notice, this will not be a 

non-uniform day and the children should come in their full school uniform as normal.  

If you want to get ahead in exploring these delightful stories with your child, here is a list of the 

books that they will study. 

Year 1 George’s Marvellous Medicine 

Year 2 The Enormous Crocodile 

Year 3 Fantastic Mr Fox 

Year 4 The Magic Finger 

Year 5  Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 

Year 6 The Life of Roald Dahl (Biography) 

 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Paul Brown 
Head Teacher 


