
 
 

 

 

12 February 2016 

Dear parents,  

As we come up to half term I thought I would take the chance to write and update you on a number 

of school matters.  

ATTENDANCE: It has been a very poor term for attendance and our figures have been hit hard. It is 
difficult to overstate the importance that good attendance has for the prospects of the children.  
 
The Department for Education’s position is very clear: “Central to raising standards in education and 
ensuring all pupils can fulfil their potential is an assumption so widely understood that it is 
insufficiently stated – pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education.” DfE 
2013 
 
The DfE consider ‘good’ attendance as being 96%. Our school is currently at 95%.  Any child that falls 
below 90% will be contacted by school through our Attendance Officer as a matter of course over 
half term. Should attendance fall under 85%, then we will have no choice but to legally monitor 
families through the Local Authority which can eventually lead to fines should there be no good 
reasons for absence and no sign of improvement. Of course there are times when children are too 
poorly to come to school. We would encourage parents to always contact school – otherwise this 
will be recorded as an unauthorised absence. 
 
UNIFORM: Our governors have commented on a number of children who are not complying with 
school uniform regulations on their visits to school. Could we please make an effort to ensure that 
children are wearing a sweatshirt or jumper and appropriate trousers/joggers. Sensible footwear is 
also essential. Children are also regularly forgetting PE kit. They will not be allowed to take part in PE 
without the correct footwear worn with shorts and a white shirt. For health and safety reasons we 
cannot allow them to participate if they are wearing ear rings. Ear rings need to be taken out for 
school or covered at all times. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS: We have a range of after school clubs that we are very proud of. Most of 
them are free. As a school, we have worked very hard to ensure that we can cover the cost for our 
children. However, please do not send the children if they do not like the club or do not want to be 
there. The after school clubs are for children who want to further their learning. They should not be 
used as a child care facility as this is not fair on the children. 
 
PAYMENT OF DINNER MONEY: If your child has school dinners, please be prompt with payments. 
The school are owed quite a lot of money by some parents who have fallen behind. Should any help 
with payment be needed then please contact school so that we can work something out to help. 
 
Have a lovely half term. We will return to school on Monday 22 February. 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mr Paul Brown 
Head Teacher 

St Lawrence’s RC Primary School 


