
 
 

 

 

21 July 2016 
 
Dear parents,  
 
MRS SPENCER AND FUTURE STAFFING: 
 
Today we say goodbye to Mrs Spencer after 31 years of excellent service to our school and our 
community. Countless groups of children have had the pleasure of being taught by Mrs. Spencer and 
she will be a great miss to all of us. Her professionalism, conduct and skill has been exemplary for 
each and every one of her 31 years and we wish her a long, happy and well deserved retirement 
with her beloved family. 
 
Next year, we will welcome Mrs Maxwell on to our staff in the newly created role of Deputy Head 
Teacher. We will also welcome Miss O’Hare to our staff on a full time basis next year. She has 
excelled in her role as a student teacher with us and we are delighted that she will be taking her first 
steps in the profession with us.  
 
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE: 
 
It has been a highly successful year for us in terms of progress. Did you know? 

 The number of children achieving a ‘Good Level of Development’ in Reception has risen for 

the fourth year in a row. 

 The number of children passing their Key Stage 1 phonics tests has risen from 59% to 85%. 

This is above the National Average. 

 Attendance has risen from 94.05% to 95.3% 

 All comparable outcomes in Key Stage 1 (Reading, Writing and Maths) have risen compared 

to last year. 

 All results of children achieving the expected national standard in Key stage 2 are above the 

National Average and in some cases are well above. Below is a comparison: 

 

 Reading Writing Spelling, 
Grammar and 
Punctuation 

Maths 

School Results 91% 78% 87% 96% 

National Average 66% 74% 72% 70% 

Newcastle Average 66% 77% 71% 71% 

 
A SPECIAL THANK YOU: 
 
As Head Teacher, I would like to take the chance to thank all of the staff at our school for their 
support, commitment, skill and professionalism. We at St. Lawrence’s are blessed with a wonderful 
teaching staff and support staff. They all have the very best interests of your children at heart and it 
is hugely appreciated.  

WATER APPEAL: 
 
Thank you to all parents who supported the children in our fun run appeal to help ensure that the 
Muhoroni Hospital in Kenya will have clean water in the future. Through our fun run our school has 
raised £720. Thank you for everyone who took part and supported the children. 
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GOOD LUCK YEAR 6: 
 
Today is also the last day for our Year 6 children. They have done us proud and we will miss them 

greatly. We all wish them every success in their new schools and hope that they will achieve great 

things in the future while remembering the values of peace, love and tolerance that they have 

learned at St. Lawrence’s.  Best of luck Y6 – work hard and follow your dreams! 

FREE MEALS OVER THE SUMMER: 
 
70% of our children qualify for free school meals. Over the summer, MakeLunch: Byker are an 
organisation that will provide free and nutritious lunches over the holidays for eligible families. To 
register for this excellent initiative; please call or text Jen Johnson on 07583 889416 or e-mail 
healthybyker@gmail.com.  
 
SCHOOL MEALS NEXT YEAR: 
 
School dinners always provide balanced and nutritious options for the children each and every day. 
Please encourage your children to give them a go in September if they do not already do so. Details 
of our menu are available in school. 
 
HELPING YOUR CHILD: 
 
Over the summer please continue to support your child with reading, maths and writing. We often 
see the children slipping over the summer. Remember that we have our Lexia programme which can 
be accessed on the internet. Occasionally you will be asked for a teacher password. This is: 
student@stlawrences.com. Any child who does more than 10 hours on Lexia will be entered into a 
draw in September to win a Kindle or receive £50 in vouchers. 
 
RETURN TO SCHOOL: 
 
The children will return to school on Wednesday 7 September after the holidays. A full list of our 
term times for 2016/17 can be found on our website in the parents section. Clubs will resume on our 
second week back – w/b Monday 12 September. 
 
AND FINALLY: 
 
I would like to take this final opportunity to thank all parents and guardians for their support this 
year. It has been a very successful year for our school and we hope to continue to provide a safe, 
warm and aspirational environment where your children can continue to make great progress 
physically, academically, socially and spiritually. On behalf of the staff, I would like to wish you a very 
happy summer holiday. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mr Paul Brown 
Head Teacher 
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