
 
 

 

 

 

21 October 2016 
 
Dear Parents  
 
As the first half term in the new academic year whizzes by I thought I would give you an update on 
some of the events that have taken place in school and how we are progressing generally in trying to 
constantly improve your child’s experiences in St Lawrence’s. 
 
EDUCATIONAL VISITS AND EVENTS: During this half term, each class have had a number of 
opportunities to enhance their experiences through educational visits.  Our Governing Body have a 
policy of subsidising these trips so as little of the cost is passed on to the children as possible.  These 
new experiences give the children a great deal of new language, learning and inspiration that they 
can take forward.  Examples include Year 6’s visit to Beamish and Newcastle University.  Year 5 have 
had ‘Play in a Day’ and the Cook and Eat Programme.  Year 4 have been to Segedunum and have had 
a visit from Maximus the Roman Soldier.  Year 3 have had a visit to the Farm and have enjoyed a 
workshop on the Stone Age.  Year 2 have also been to the farm and have enjoyed a visit to the 
Shipley Art Gallery. Year 1 have been to the Discovery Museum and the Baltic.  After half term 
Reception and Nursery have a trip booked to go to Jesmond Dene to help with their Autumn topic. 
All classes have been to St. Mary’s Cathedral to see the Door of Mercy.  Quite a lot for one half term! 
 
After Christmas our Year 5 and 6 children are going to London for three days.  This represents 
another fantastic opportunity for them with school paying 60% of the £250 cost for each child. 
 
ATTENDANCE: I am delighted to say that our attendance continues to move in an upward direction. 
As you know, last year we made some great strides in this area.  Over the holidays we contacted all 
of our children below 90% attendance and the response has been very good with most making a 
great effort to improve.  We are continuing to monitor children with attendance below 90%. If your 
child is genuinely ill, then of course they need to be kept off.  Please always inform the school office 
should this happen. 
 
To reward good attendance, we are continuing our Bike scheme with two free bikes available each 
term for children with attendance above 98%.  In addition we have a weekly prize draw for children 
with 100% attendance that week.  We also have a trophy and an extra playtime for the class with the 
highest attendance. 
 
Here is a breakdown of attendance in school so far. We are setting a whole school target of 96% by 
the end of the year. 
 

Class Reception Y1 Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Overall 

Total 96.06 97.07 94.86 95.28 98.03 97.04 96.02 96.37 

 
READING & LEXIA: Please continue to support your children at home with their reading.  They 
should be regularly brought back to school with short comments from parents about reading that 
night.  Initial sounds in Reception and Year 1 are particularly important.  The faster we get reading 
off the ground the quicker the children can access the rest of the curriculum.  Please remember that 
you can also access the online Lexia programme from home.  This is a great way for the children to 
continue to pick up reading skills at home and in holiday time.  All children in the school have a 
licence. If you have forgotten the log in details, they are available from school. 
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PE EQUIPMENT: Please ensure that your children are always equipped with the correct PE kit. 
Appropriate footwear is especially important.  PE is always on Monday for Reception, Year 1 and 
Year2.  It is always on a Thursday for Year 3, 4, 5 and 6. I observed a PE lesson yesterday and 10 
children in one class were unable to take part due to a lack of safe footwear.  Clearly, this needs to 
improve. 
 
INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL AWARD: Earlier this week we were the happy recipients of the 
International School Award.  This is a very prestigious prize that the children, led and directed by Mrs 
Dowling have worked very hard for.  We have forged links in Spain and China.  We have fundraised 
for children in Kenya and Malawi and we have even squeezed in a Brazilian Carnival day.  All of these 
events have worked in tandem with a broad and balanced curriculum that we are proud of.  Our 
children are increasingly aware of the wide world around them and that is a great thing. 
 
FOOTBALL NEWS: Our football team won a tense penalty shoot out against St Charles last night to 
proceed to the next round of the Bishop’s Cup.  Our boys and girls worked very hard and are 
improving all of the time.  Well done to everyone involved. 
 
BACK TO SCHOOL: On behalf of the staff and Governors, I wish you a very safe and happy half term. 
We return to school bright and early on Monday 31 October.  
 
Please note that our Easter holidays are different this year.  We are taking one week at Easter but 
are off for two weeks at half term from Monday 29 May to Friday 9 June.  This may give families the 
chance to book a holiday that is not in term time. 
 
Yours Faithfully 

 

 

Mr P A Brown 
Head Teacher 
 


