
 
 

 

 

 

27 January 2017 

Dear Parents and Carers 

I hope you all enjoyed a very happy and holy Christmas and pray that 2017 has started in a very 
positive vein for everybody. We have certainly been busy at school as we enter the Spring term. I 
always think of the spring term as ‘moving term’ with regard to how much progress the children can 
make. They are all settled into their classes and routines now and it is amazing how far they can 
move their learning on in this period.  
 
READING BOOKS AND LEXIA: Please make sure that your children are bringing their reading books 
home and are being read with regularly. The comment books that go home are your chance to state 
how your child is doing. For example, are they finding the book too easy or too hard? Is there a 
certain type of word that they are struggling on? Five or ten minutes a night of focused and regular 
reading makes a tremendous difference to children’s ability to read and as we all know, reading is the 
key to the curriculum. 
 
In addition to reading books we also have our Lexia programme where children can learn about 
reading stage by stage electronically. If you are a new arrival to St Lawrence’s or you have not used 
Lexia before (or even if you need a refresher) please tell the class teacher so that you can gain 
access to this excellent programme. 
 
MATHS, MATHLETICS AND HOW YOU CAN HELP YOUR CHILD: With regard to Mathematics, we 
have the Mathletics programme in school. Teachers are regularly loading work on to the system that 
children can do from home. It is a fun way for them to sharpen their Maths skills. If you need some 
tuition on Mathletics and how to use it, please approach the class teacher who will help you. If you 
feel your child is struggling with Maths, please contact the class teacher or Mrs Dowling who will help 
to co-ordinate a home programme where you can help your child master basic skills around mentally 
adding and subtracting, times tables and simple place value. 
 
ATTENDANCE: Our attendance as a school took a major dip just before Christmas due to a sickness 
bug that plagued us for two weeks. As a result our attendance is currently 95.1% which is well below 
our school target of 96%. We also now have 37 children below 90% attendance in school. The 
parents of these children will soon be getting a letter from the attendance service and will be subject 
to legal monitoring which could result in a local authority fine should things not improve quickly. It is 
obviously vital to get the children into school whenever possible. Please inform us if the children are 
genuinely too ill to attend so that the absence will be authorised. 
 
LONDON TRIP: Our Year 5 and 6 children enjoyed a wonderful trip to London between 9 January 
and 11 January. We managed to squeeze in a visit to the Houses of Parliament, a London show, 
further visits to Buckingham Palace, The National Science Museum, Ripley’s ‘Believe It or Not’ and 
several other key attractions in a whirlwind few days. The children had a wonderful experience and 
behaved extremely well. Special thanks to Mrs McWeeny, Mrs Liddell, Miss O’Hare, Miss Storey and 
Miss Kimmitt who gave up their own time to make the trip possible. 
 

Yours faithfully  

 

 

 

 

Mr P A Brown 
Head Teacher 

St Lawrence’s RC Primary School 


