
YEAR  1 CURRICULUM OVERVIEW:  Map out your overview below. Include: Topics to be covered – opportunities to write – both 
extended and shorter pieces and what genre – ensuring what you need to cover in literacy is backed up in these subjects. 

 SCIENCE HISTORY GEOGRAPHY 
AUTUMN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Seasonal changes  
Observe changes across the four seasons  
Observe and describe weather associated 
with the seasons and how day length 
varies. 
 
Writing 
 
Acrostic poem of a season 
Why do the seasons change? What is the 
effect? How do people prepare for a 
summer’s day? Or a winter’s day? 

Children to use adjectives to describe a 
typical summer’s day / spring day / 
winter’s day. 

 
 

Changes in living memory-Toys in the past 
Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to reveal 
aspects of change in national life 
 
 
Writing 
 
Link to Toy story, writing about their 
favourite toy, instructions how to make a 
toy.  
 
 
Trip to the discovery museum  

The United Kingdom 
Name, locate and identify characteristics of 
the four countries and capital cities of the 
United Kingdom and its surrounding seas 
 
 
Writing 
 
Use Katie in London book by James 
Mayhew.  
Children to write a diary account, produce 
poster about why people should visit 
London. Children to make an information 
booklet at the end of the topic.  
 
 

SPRING  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Animals and materials  
 
Animals  
 
Identify and name a variety of common 
animals including fish, amphibians, reptiles, 
birds and mammals  
Identify and name a variety of common 
animals that are carnivores, herbivores and 
omnivores  
Describe and compare the structure of a 
variety of common animals (fish, 
amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals, 
including pets)  
Identify, name, draw and label the basic 

The sailing of the Titanic  
 
Writing 
 
Acrostic poetry 
Recount of the event 
Newspaper report 
Diary accounts.  
 
 
Significant historical event in own locality 
 
 

Weather in the UK 
 
Writing 
 
Describing the weather in the U.K 
Children to keep a diary?	



parts of the human body and say which 
part of the body is associated with each 
sense.  
 
Writing 
 
Investigate the human body and describe 
which part of the body relates to which 
sense. Possibly attempt some descriptive 
writing on a scene (e.g. What I can hear. 
What I can see. What I can smell). Seek to 
improve vocabulary through this. 

 
 
MATERIALS 
 
Distinguish between an object and the 
material from which it is made 
Identify and name a variety of everyday 
materials, including wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, and rock 
Describe the simple physical properties of a 
variety of everyday materials 
Compare and group together a variety of 
everyday materials on the basis of their 
simple physical properties. 
 
Writing 
 
Discuss properties (e.g. Does it burn? Is it 
magnetic?  Is it natural? Is it synthetic? Is it 
rough or smooth? Why are certain things 
made out of certain materials? E.g. Why are 
pans metal and not plastic?  

Design experiments to explore these 



concepts. Develop vocabulary through it. 

 
 

SUMMER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Plants  
 
Writing 
 
Recounts-trip to Plessey Woods and 
Ouseburn farm  
Use key stories-Superworm and Sam plants 
a sunflower.  
Revisit instructions  
 
Trip to Plessey Woods and Ouseburn farm 

Christopher Columbus and Neil Armstrong 
 
Writing 
 
Fact file about Neil Armstrong 
Instruction writing-how to make space juice 
Fact file about Christopher Columbus  
Writing a letter in a bottle 
Newspaper reports   
Recounts  
 
 

Seasons link with plants  
 
Writing 
 
Diary of a sunflower  
Instruction writing  

 


