
 

 

 

 

 

3 October 2014 

Dear Parents and Carers,  

We have had another highly successful week at school and the children have been working very well 

and are making good progress in all aspects.  I have been delighted to see so many creative and 

innovative lessons in all of the classrooms I have visited.  

This week, we have been very busy.  Year 4 have visited Segedunum to learn about the Romans.  

Year 2 have managed to squeeze in two visits.  They have been to the Laing Art Gallery and to Byker 

Gardens.  Year 5 have visited St. Cuthbert’s High School along with all of the other Year 5 classes 

around Newcastle for World Gift Day.  Year 6 have had a visitor in class to help them with their work 

on World War II.  I think you’ll agree that our commitment to these extra -curricular activities shows 

the deep commitment that we have to give the children new experiences, to broaden their 

knowledge of the world around them.   

SCHOOL DAY:  

The new school day has been adopted seamlessly by the children and parents alike and we are very 

grateful for your support in this matter. The children are now settled much more quickly to their 

work. Now that the children are no longer required to change into sand shoes, we have gained a 

tremendous amount of learning time that we were losing in the past. 

SOME CALCULATIONS: 

School day starting ten minutes earlier: 10mins x 5 days x 39 weeks = 1950 minutes of learning time 

= 32 hours and 30 minutes. 

Time no longer wasted with sand shoes: 

3 mins x 5 times per day x 5 days x 39 weeks = 2925 minutes of learning time =  48 hours and 45 

minutes.  

Total Learning time saved = 81 hours and 15 minutes. It all helps!!! 

BOOK FAIR: 

The book fair is here all of next week.  We have allocated the following times for parents and 

children to wander around together and possibly select some books to purchase.  

Nursery  Tuesday:   9.10 – 9.30am 

Reception  Tuesday:   1:30 – 1:50pm 

Year 1 Tuesday:   1:50 – 2:10pm 

Year 2 Tuesday:   2:10 – 2:30pm 

Year 3 Wednesday:  1:30 – 1:50pm 

Year 4 Wednesday:  1:50 – 2:10pm 

Year 5  Wednesday:  2:10 – 2:30pm 

Year 6  Wednesday:  2.30 – 2.50pm 
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In addition to these times, we will also open up after school up to 3.30pm from Monday to Thursday 

when parents will also be very welcome to attend then.  Any books that you wish to order must be 

paid for at the time of ordering. Cheques should be made payable to ‘St. Lawrence’s Education 

Fund.’  Please remember that the school will benefit from the sales.  Any funds generated will be put 

back into the school to further enhance our reading scheme. 

READING: 

It is very important that the children read regularly at home to supplement their work in school. 

Please make an effort to help your child remember their book each day and write a short comment 

in their reading books.  Teachers find this incredibly helpful and (unsurprisingly) have noted a direct 

link to the children who read at home and the progress that they make. 

ATTENDANCE: 

The positive atmosphere in school has been reflected in hugely improved attendance this year. As 

we all know, attendance is directly linked to children’s progress and attainment for obvious reasons.   

Here are some figures: 

Last year: 94.6%  This year: 96%   This week: 97% 

We are very grateful for your support in getting the children to school so regularly.  Once again, it all 

helps! 

CLUBS: 

Remember that we also have several clubs available for the children to take advantage of.  Please 

see the office staff if you want your children to attend.  

Tuesday Basketball (Free) 

Thursday Dance (Free) 

Friday Football (£2 cost) 

Every day Breakfast Club (Free) 

 

DOGS: 

Please remember not to bring dogs on to the school grounds for health and safety purposes.  If you 

intend to bring your dog to school then you must drop your child off at the school gates and not 

enter the premises.  

Once again, many thanks to all of the support that you give to the school and your children.  

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr Paul Brown 

Head Teacher 


