
 

 

 

 

 
 
26 September 2014 
 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
We are now four weeks into school and the children have settled well, are working hard and 

are making good progress. Having met with the school’s governing body this week; I am now 

in a position to address several issues that have been brought to my attention during my first 

few weeks in school. 

THE SCHOOL DAY: 

The school day has traditionally begun at 9.10am, which is later than most primary schools in 

Newcastle.  To bring us into line with other schools and ensure that the children have as 

much learning time as possible, we will be changing the school day by bringing forward the 

bell to 8.55am. The children will have five minutes to get registered before the school day’s 

official beginning of 9.00am. This may sound minor, but 10 minutes per day equals 32.5 

hours of learning time over the course of the school year. This will be effective from Monday 

29 September. 

SAND SHOES: 

There will not be a need for the children to change into sand shoes in future. This is very time 

consuming, particularly for the younger children and reduces learning time considerably. 

Sand shoes will still be required as a part of PE kit. 

BREAKFAST CLUB: 

Breakfast club continues to go from strength to strength and is proving very popular. The 

times for breakfast club are 8.15am – 8.30am. If the children arrive after 8.30am, then it is 

very difficult for us to provide breakfast and clear up in time for the start of the school day. I 

would strongly encourage parents to bring the children between 8.15am and 8.30am. 

FOOTWEAR: 

Footwear should be sensible attire that is suitable for all activities in school. Simple black 

shoes or trainers are preferable. 

JEWELLERY: 

Jewellery is not part of the school uniform and should not be worn at all in school. Ear rings 

in particular can cause a problem with regard to health and safety when the children are 

doing PE. I have also seen the children with rings, excessive bracelets and false nails, none 

of which are appropriate for school. I would ask you for your continued support on this 

matter. 
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PE KIT: 

We are having an issue with the children continually forgetting PE kits. It would be easier if 

the children left their PE kits in school in a separate bag to take home and wash each half 

term (it is one less thing to forget!).  

 I am trying to increase the provision for PE within school and it is essential that the children 

are appropriately dressed for two reasons. Firstly, for health and safety reasons and 

secondly to gain as much as possible from the session.  

A PE kit consists of shorts (which can be ordered from the office), a plain shirt and 

appropriate footwear for sports activities. 

SCHOOL MASSES: 

We had our ‘Welcome’ Mass on 18 September and it was well attended by many parents. 

The next class masses will take place on the following dates: 

Year 5 – Thursday 2 October 

Year 4 – Thursday 9 October 

In addition to this, Year 5 will attend Gift Aid day with all of the other Year 5 classes in the 

city on Friday 3 October at St. Cuthbert’s High School. 

READING: 

We have prioritised reading as the key area to improve on this year’s school development 

plan. Involvement of parents and carers in reading with the children at home is a vital part of 

how we wish to move forward.  To aid the children’s progress, it is incredibly important that 

their reading book is returned each day – preferably with a brief comment as to how well they 

did and how much they read. Reading for ten minutes each evening has a huge impact on 

children’s progress and being able to read well ensures that the whole curriculum is much 

more accessible to the children. 

Examples of what can be done: 

• Discuss the story 

• Predict what might happen next in the story 

• Help with difficult words and explain what they mean 

• Help to develop an enjoyment of reading. 

We will soon be holding a reading workshop to invite parents in and help with home / school 

reading. 

PARENTAL MEETINGS: 

We will soon be setting up parental meetings in each class. These will be in addition to our 

Assertive Mentoring meetings. We will begin with Reception class on Thursday 25 

September. This will be followed by Year 6 on Tuesday 30 September. This will give parents 

an opportunity to learn about what the children will be learning in this school year and how 

they can be helped at home.  

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr Paul Brown 

Head Teacher 


