
 
 

 

 

 

20 October 2017 

Dear parents  

It seems incredible that we have had 7 weeks back at school and that we have already reached half 

term. I have to say it has been an excellent half term in school. I have had the pleasure of observing 

all classes and studying books in all subjects and the standard of teaching and learning at our school 

has never been higher. We truly have the outstanding and hardworking staff that our children 

deserve. We have made some wonderful progress already in this academic year and I can’t wait to 

see how standards are by the end of the year. Thank you for all of your support and work that you 

do at home with the children. As we all know, working collaboratively with them gains the best 

results for the children. 

SCHOOL WEBSITE: Our school website is now very much up and running after some initial minor 

teething troubles. It is very current with new events being added every day. Please check it out at 

www.stlawrencesprimary.org.uk 

ATTENDANCE / PUNCTUALITY: Our attendance figures are currently excellent. We set a target of 

96% last year and fell disappointingly short in the end. We have set the same target this year and are 

currently on 96.4% at the time of writing, which is above National Averages. This is fantastic and I 

hope that we can keep it up. As we all know, excellent attendance is very closely linked with 

excellent achievement, so thank you for your support on this matter.  

We have a number of exciting incentives in classes for good attendance and all children who have an 

attendance of higher than 98% will be entered into a draw to win a bike at the end of each term.  

As part of our drive for excellent attendance, Governors have agreed that I am not able to authorise 

any term time holidays unless the circumstances are exceptional. Governors have also agreed that 

if children are taken out of school for term time holidays and their attendance is below 90% 

(making them a persistent absentee) then they will be subject to a Local Authority fine. 

I would like to remind parents of the importance of punctuality. Being on time gets the children off 

to a settled start for the day and gets them into good habits. Please make sure that your child is at 

school by 8.55am to ensure that they access the full school day. 

UNIFORM: Last summer, I stipulated that the children should come to school in plain black shoes 

and I am delighted to report that this is the case. Many children also missed PE sessions last year 

through not having the correct kit. This has improved but is still a problem with a small number of 

children. Please ensure that they are equipped for these sessions. Early Years, Y1 and Y2 have PE on 

a Monday. Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 have PE on a Thursday. 

Please ensure that the children do not wear jewellery during the school day. Any ear rings should be 

removed or covered. 
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PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT: One of the real joys of this half term has been the amount of parental 

involvement that I have witnessed in workshops, liturgies and in the support of Educational Visits. At 

St Lawrence’s, we like to consider ourselves a community and not just educators. 

If you feel your child would benefit from extra help or a home programme, please do not hesitate to 

contact the class teacher who will happily put some resources together for you. 

Please also remember the importance of reading with your child and recording this in their home 

reader diaries.  

I would like to give a special thankyou to our parents in our new Reception class for taking such an 

active supporting role in your children’s first foray into full time education. The more we work 

together, the better it is for the children.   

SPORT IN ST LAWRENCE’S: You will have noticed that we have recently built an outdoor gym at our 

school. We were able to do this after winning a £10,000 grant from the National Lottery. This is part 

of an initiative to get our children more fit and active on the yard. We will be giving our children 

‘Exercise Passports’ so they can record their activities during the school day. Healthy body = healthy 

mind. 

During this half term we participated in cross country, football and basketball events. Last Friday our 

children reached the final of the schools’ basketball contest at sport central and got to play at half 

time of the Newcastle Eagles match which was a great experience for them. Our school football 

team also progressed to the next round of the Newcastle Schools 7 a side competition. Well done to 

all involved.  

Have a safe and happy half term. 

Many thanks 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 
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