
 
 

 

 

17 November 2017 

Dear parents,  

I was told that there are now  ‘less than 40 sleeps until Christmas’ by a Year 1 child yesterday, so I 

thought I would take the opportunity to write and update you on a few key dates and one or two 

other news items that will be of interest.  

SCHOOL RESULTS: School performance figures for the last academic year have now been validated 

and are available on our website under ‘School Performance’ in the Parent Info section. I feel that it 

provides a very positive picture of how our school is improving academically year by year. In this 

section, you can also look at Department for Education performance tables which have helpful 

graphs in comparing school performance to National Averages of all primary aged children in the 

country. I have summarised some of the main findings: 

WHERE WE HAVE PERFORMED VERY WELL WHERE WE STILL NEED TO IMPROVE 

Our Reception children leave the class broadly in 

line with the National Average for children 

achieving a ‘Good Level of Development’ 

As a rule, our girls attain better than our boys. 

We would like our boys to catch up. 

Our phonics scores at the end of Year 1 have 

been above national averages for two years in a 

row. 

While we are delighted that the number of 

children at the ‘Expected Standard’ is in line with 

or exceeding National Averages in reading, 

maths and writing; we need to increase the 

number of children achieving the ‘Greater 

Depth’ standard in Key Stage 2. 

In Key stage 1, we equal or exceed National 

Averages at the Expected Standard for reading, 

writing and maths. 

 

All progress measures (Reading, Writing and 

Maths) between Key stage 1 and Key stage 2 are 

above the National Average for 2017. 

 

The number of children at Expected standard in 

Year 6 for reading has been above the national 

Average for the last three years. 

 

 

UNIFORM: we always encourage our children to be smart. Please help them by ensuring that they 

are equipped for school each day. We expect the children to wear black shoes and no jewellery. I 

have noticed that children are often not equipped for PE and it is often footwear that is the issue. PE 

takes place on Mondays for Reception, Year 1 and Year 2. It takes place on Thursdays for Year 3, 4, 5 

and 6. 
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ATTENDANCE: We are doing well against our attendance target and are on 96.03% at the moment, 

which is marginally above our target. The importance of excellent attendance is directly correlated 

to good school performance for individual children. Parents must always inform the school office of 

any absences or the absence will go down as unauthorised. Any children who fall below 90% will be 

contacted directly by our Attendance Officer and may be subject to intervention from the Local 

authority if it does not improve.  

I must remind parents that I am unable to authorise any term time holidays unless they are in the 

most exceptional circumstances. Should an unauthorised term time holiday be taken on the back of 

a history of poor attendance then a fine will be issued by the local authority as a matter of course. 

SURVEY: Each year, we look to survey parents to gain a view of how you think we are doing at 

school. You can do this online through ‘Parent View’. You will be able to find this on the school 

website in the OFSTED section. It is a great chance to give feedback to OFSTED, Governors, myself 

and teachers on the job that we do with your children and the great progress that the school is 

making.  Alternatively, you can collect a survey from the school office or the class teacher if you 

would prefer to make your views known through pen and paper rather than by going online. 

If you have any specific issues or problems, it is always better of course to discuss these in person 

with the class teacher or member of the senior management team. 

 

EVENTS: 

 Tuesday 5 December (2pm) – Tree of Light Reconciliation Service 

 Thursday 7 December  (1.45pm)– Christmas Fayre  (Donations welcome) 

 Friday 8 December – (Time To be Confirmed) - Y1 and Y2 Christmas Pantomime 

 Monday 11 December -(2.00pm) -  Nursery and Reception Christmas Play 

 Tuesday 12 December (10am) – Mini Vinnie Christmas Coffee morning with choir 

 Tuesday 12 December (All day) – Reception Visit to Whitehouse Farm 

 Wednesday 13 December (2pm) – Y1 and Y2 Christmas Play 

 Wednesday 13 December (10.30) – Reception and nursery visit to Northern Stage 

 Thursday 14 December (Time TBC) Reception, Y1 and Y2 to perform Christmas play at 

Whitehouse Farm 

 Thursday 14 December (3.30 to 5.00) - Key Stage 2 Christmas Disco  

 Monday 18 December (3.30 to 4.45) - Key Stage 1 Christmas Disco  

 Tuesday 19 December – Christmas Movie Day 

 Wednesday 20 December (AM) – Nursery and Reception Party Day (non uniform) 

 Wednesday 20 December (PM) – Y1 and Y2 Party Day (non uniform) 

 Thursday 21 December (2pm) - Key Stage 2 Carol Service 

Many thanks,  

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

 

 


