
 
 

 

 

 

13 April 2017 

Dear parents,  

As we approach the end of term I thought I would take the opportunity to write and update you on 

some of our news and aims for the future at school.  

HOLIDAYS: Today, we break up for Easter and have one week off and return to school on Monday 

24 April. It is a relatively short half term and we finish for half term on Friday 26 May. We then have 

a two week half term and return to school on Monday 12 June. Holiday dates are on the website 

under the ‘Parents’ tab in the ‘School Terms and Dates’ section. Holidays for 2017/18 have yet to be 

approved by Governors. 

ATTENDANCE: Sadly it has been a slightly disappointing term with regard to attendance. Significant 

absence this week has led to our whole school average dipping to under 95%. Our whole school 

target is 96% so we have much work ahead of us. Happily, a number of our ‘Red’ children – those 

below 90% attendance - have improved and are catching up. Attendance is directly linked to 

academic achievement and it is so important to get our children into school as often as possible to 

maximise their learning time and improve their life chances. 

We hope that with the sun shining next term, we can have a much better summer term and can 

meet our target. 

RETURNING READING BOOKS: Please make every effort to read with your child for ten minutes per 

day at home. It makes a huge difference to their chances. Please also remember to return reading 

books regularly so that they can be swapped and your child will progress. All children in school have 

licences for both Lexia and Mathletics. These are easily accessed on a tablet or laptop and are great 

resources to keep your children learning at home. 

UNIFORM AND PE KIT: It is very important that the children come ready for school. This means 

having a full uniform and appropriate footwear. Increasingly, a lot of our children are turning up 

without this. To feel part of our community, our uniform is important. Please make sure that all 

uniform has the child’s name inside. Should you need any help in acquiring uniform, please contact 

the school office or Mr Brown directly. A full PE kit needs to be in school. Reception, Year 1 and Year 

2 have PE on Monday while Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 have PE on a Thursday. This can be left 

in school and taken home at the end of each half term. 

MARY’S MEALS: Our Lenten appeal this year has been for Mary’s Meals. This is a backpack appeal 

where we fill a donated backpack full of simple resources such as pencils, pencil cases, toothpaste, 

toothbrushes and notepads so that we can send children in Malawi (the world’s poorest nation) to 

school. Any donations would be greatly appreciated. We are currently very short of second hand 

back packs in particular. 
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SPORTS NEWS: History was made last week as Billie Slasor in Year 4 became the first person in our 

school’s history to win city wide Under 9 girls Cross Country championship. Competing against over 

150 other children in her age category, Billie held off a strong challenge in the closing stages to win a 

thrilling race. Well done Billie! We are all so proud of you! Billie followed this up by finishing second 

in the Catholic Schools championship despite feeling unwell before the race. 

The rest of our team also performed admirably with Junior Baptista in Year 6 finishing 7th in the boys 

race. Special thanks to Mrs McLeod for all of her hard work in organising the team and for putting 

the children through their paces at breakfast club three times a week. 

Our football team have also been performing well, getting through to the semi finals of the Bishop 

Cunningham Cup. 

Wishing you a holy and happy Easter on behalf of all of the staff.  

 

Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 


