
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

13 February 2015 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
As we approach half term, I thought I would take the opportunity to update you on 

one or two news items in what has been another very busy period at school.  

MRS WARWICK: I am delighted to welcome Mrs Warwick back to school in Year 5 

following her maternity leave. Mrs Warwick will work for three days a week on a job 

share with Mrs Villalobos up to Easter. Mrs Villalobos will then begin her own 

maternity leave and we will advertise for a new teacher to work alongside Mrs 

Warwick from Easter up to the end of the school year. 

ASSEMBLY: Yesterday the children produced a magnificent whole school assembly 

on what we feel our values are at St. Lawrence’s. The teachers all chose a theme for 

their class and explored it. They were as diverse as love, hope, truth, peace, 

community, faith and mission. All of the classes from Nursery to Year 6 produced a 

short performance to the rest of the school which was fabulous. There wasn’t a dry 

eye in the house! Year 6 went to play bingo and make cookies for the residents of 

Byker Lodge.  It really gave us a sense of what makes St. Lawrence’s the school that 

it is. 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY: The winter has brought its share of colds and, 

as a result, our attendance figures have dipped in the last two months. It is essential 

that the children attend school regularly to continue to have the best possible chance 

of learning. Since moving the school day to an earlier start, we have worked hard on 

ensuring that the children start their work at 9.00am. Therefore, if they are 

persistently late, they will miss a lot of learning.  

In addition to this, if a child is too poorly to attend, it is essential that the office staff 

are informed either by a phone call or in person otherwise the Local Authority insist 

that this is noted as an unauthorised absence. We also record our attendance 

figures, aiming for at least a 95% attendance for each child.  Therefore, if any child 

falls below 90% it will be flagged up automatically to our Attendance Officer who will 

take steps to help improve attendance figures. 

MATHS TRAIL: Thank you to all of the parents for supporting the Maths trail in Key 

Stage 1. It was a tremendous success and the teachers were delighted with the 

participation and support. 
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WEBSITE: Our website will undergo an overhaul over half term and will be 

modernised. We hope to share more of the children’s work and whole school events 

through it so that it becomes an excellent tool for both the children and parents. I 

hope that it will be live by February 23 and would appreciate any feedback so it can 

be improved further and meet all of our needs.  

I wish you all a safe and restful half term. Thank you once again for your support in 

making St Lawrence’s such a vibrant and progressive school. 

School re-opens on Monday 23 February. 

 
 
Yours faithfully 

 

 

Mr P A Brown 
Head Teacher 


