
 

 

 

 

 

 

21 November 2014 

 
Dear parents and carers,  
 
I am writing to update you on some recent events in school and some forthcoming dates that may be 

of interest to you.  

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

The Christmas Fair is fast approaching and takes place on December 5 at 2.00pm. We would love any 

donations to make it a success. Any toys, smellies, chocolate or other appropriate items would be very 

welcome and hugely appreciated. Last year, each child brought in one bar of chocolate in exchange 

for coming in non-uniform. I think it is a wonderful tradition and I am assured the chocolate counter 

looks amazing (we won’t invite any dentists)! 

Last year, Mrs McWeeny organised a Christmas Hamper Raffle for Foundation Stage and Key Stage 

1. Children were asked to donate an item (Christmas themed or basic) for a Christmas Hamper which 

was later raffled.  The raffle raised more than £150 which we put towards the Theatre trips and other 

Christmas expenditure. After the tremendous success of last year, we will again be looking for 

donations for the hamper. 

ASSERTIVE MENTORING REVIEWS 

In the last two weeks parents have had the opportunity to speak to teachers about the progress of 

their children. From speaking to the teachers these meetings seem to have gone very well. I am 

always looking very closely at the children’s progress through their assessment results and I have 

been very encouraged from what I have seen – particularly in reading. I would encourage you to 

continue to read regularly at home with the children and remember to send the book (and other 

reading materials) back with the child the next day. This is having a huge impact on progress. We 

monitor the children who are not bringing back their book regularly and have noticed that their 

progress is not as strong. 

NURSERY STAY AND PLAY 

Stay and play day at Nursery was a huge success and Mrs Russell was delighted!  Approximately £15 

was raised to go towards Christmas activities. I would like to express my thanks for all of those 

involved. 

E SAFETY AND ANTI BULLYING 

We have been doing a lot of work this week on E Safety and anti-bullying. It is very important that the 

children are aware of internet safety in this day and age. We have encouraged the children to never 

give away personal information online and abide by the following rules: 

• Never use internet chatrooms 

• Only use websites that an adult has chosen 

• Always close pages you are not sure about 

• Always ask an adult before you use the internet 

• Tell an adult if they see anything they’re uncomfortable with 

• Only e-mail people that adults have approved 

• Only send e-mails that are polite and friendly 

• Never open e-mails from people that we don’t know 

• Never arrange to meet anyone that we don’t know 
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We will reinforce these messages and display them around school. I am sure that you will also be 

reinforcing them at home.  

With regard to bullying, this week has been anti-bullying week. We take any incidents of bullying very 

seriously and record and investigate them all. Two policies are now on the website (an adult and child 

version). The children’s versions are now displayed in every class. 

We have been working hard on defining bullying through assemblies. Often disagreements and name 

calling are described as bullying. They are not. Bullying is deliberate and repeated behaviour that aims 

to deliberately target individuals or groups over a period of time. We have been engaged in activities 

to raise the profile of bullying and always tell trusted adults and not keep things to themselves. This 

way we can deal with any incidents of bullying swiftly and appropriately. 

WEBSITE 

We are working hard to constantly update the website. While we aren’t where we want to be just yet, 

there are numerous items on there that may be of interest. These include: 

• All Head Teacher’s letters to parents (parent section) 

• New and updated policies (parents section) 

• Numerous photographs from trips (photo section) 

• Last year’s  SATS results (School Results) 

• Football reports (School  Sports section) 

• Pupil Premium Spending (you can see how money is being spent) 

• School terms and dates (parents section) 

We are working hard on other areas including the calculation policy and the school brochure which will 

be up and running soon. 

Please advise me if there is any other information that you would like to see on the website and I will 

adjust it accordingly so that it works well for everyone involved with the school. 

ATTENDANCE 

The school’s minimum target is to achieve 95% attendance. Last week, 6 of our 7 classes were above 

this figure with one class achieving 100%. Obviously attendance has a huge impact on progress and 

we will continue to monitor it closely. Any children who fall below 90% will automatically be visited by 

our attendance officer unless there are known special circumstances. 

DINNERS 

It is very difficult to track when children are constantly changing between packed lunches and school 

dinners. Could I please ask that you give a week’s notice if you wish to change in future. 

JAM JARS 

If anybody has any spare jars, could you please donate them to school? Year 3 are in need of them 
for their Art project.  
 
CHILDREN IN NEED 
 
The children raised £100 for Children in Need last Friday through the non-uniform day and other small 
activities.  A special thanks goes to Year 6 for their fundraising| 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mr. P Brown 
Head Teacher 


