
 

 

 

 

 

27 March 2015 

Dear parents,  

As we approach the Easter holidays I thought I would take the opportunity to write and update you 

on some of the events.  

MRS COOPER’S RETIREMENT 

On Tuesday 31 March, Mrs Cooper will retire from teaching after a lifetime of dedicated service to 

the teaching profession. I would like to take the opportunity to thank Mrs Cooper on behalf of all of 

the governors, teachers, parents and staff of St Lawrence’s for all that she has done for us over the 

years. Mrs Cooper is not only an excellent teacher; she is also a warm and nurturing person who has 

developed our children academically and spiritually over the years. We hope that she will have a 

long, happy and well deserved retirement and we hope she will continue to work with us from time 

to time with her Godly play sessions that are so popular with the children. 

Mrs Cooper will be replaced by Miss Louise Kimmitt who will join us until the end of the academic 

year initially. I am sure all of our children and parents will afford her a warm St Lawrence’s welcome. 

MRS VILLALOBOS’ MATERNITY LEAVE 

Mrs Villalobos will leave to have a baby on Tuesday 31 March. We hired Mrs Villalobos initially to 

teach Spanish to our children and we were so impressed that we hired her to work for two 

additional days per week in a job share with Year 5. We wish her well with impending motherhood 

and hope to work with her again in the future as she has proved to be an excellent addition to our 

staff.  

Mrs Villalobos’ Spanish classes will be taught by Mrs Jessica Bennaceur who we welcome on to our 

staff. Interviews to appoint a teacher to work alongside Mrs Warwick for the remainder of the 

school year will take place this afternoon. 

PRAYER SPACES 

This week the children have had the opportunity to reflect on a number of themes throughout the 

week in our school hall. We have looked at love, faith and hope, joy and peace, truth and mission 

and community each day. We held an open evening for parents on Tuesday that was very well 

attended and we also invited parishioners on Thursday. The week has been extremely successful and 

I feel it is important to nurture the children’s personal and spiritual development as well as promote 

academic excellence.  

I would like to offer a huge thank you to Anna and Beth who have made a huge effort to make the 

week such a worthwhile experience for the children and we look forward to working with them 

again on similar projects in future. 
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THE SCHOOL YARD 

Could I remind all adults that smoking is not permitted on the school grounds and to refrain from 

doing so.  Also, we cannot allow dogs on to the school premises when the children are being 

dropped off or collected. 

Could I also ask parents not to approach other people’s children to resolve disputes. Inevitably all 

parents feel protective towards their children if they feel that they have been wronged, but any 

complaints must come through the class teacher or through myself.  

E-SAFETY 

It has been brought to my attention that a number of children have access to unsafe apps on their 

phones and computers. In particular, the Oovoo site has been causing great problems with children 

being exposed to inappropriate images and persons who are not who they say they are. While this is 

not a problem in school due to our Internet Security, we feel a responsibility to keep the children 

safe away from the school site as well and it is crucial that parents know what their children can 

access. 

We regularly teach e-safety in school. Our e-safety policy is available on our website: http://www.st-

lawrence.eschools.co.uk/website. It can be found in the ‘Parents’ section under ‘Policies.’ Any 

further advice can be sought from school. 

DEVELOPMENTS 

After a lengthy legal process, we have been successful in securing the land in between Headlam 

Street and our school. We have also won a bid to have the land fenced off so that we can further 

safeguard the school and develop an outside learning area. I am delighted with this development 

and think we can use the land very effectively in improving our school environment. 

CONTACT DETAILS 

Could parents please ensure that all of our contact details – particularly telephone numbers are up 

to date. There have been a number of occasions where we have had to call home as part of our duty 

of care and the given telephone number has proved to be no longer in use. 

Any change of details should be given to the office as soon as possible.  Thank you for your help on 

this matter. 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS 

As you know, the school has an extensive Educational Visits programme. I would like to report that 

we have been complemented a number of times by members of the public about our children’s 

exemplary behaviour of late. This makes me feel incredibly proud of our school and children and is 

also testimony to your work as parents. 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

Mr Paul Brown 

Head Teacher 


