
 
 

 

 

 

20 July 2017 

Dear parents 

 
The end of term is upon us and as always it has been an emotional year but one in which the school 
and the community around us has made more significant progress. Before we finish, I would like to 
take the opportunity to write to you with some end of year news and some updates.  
 
SCHOOL PERFORMANCE:  We now have our children’s end of year results from their SATS and it 
paints a very good picture. For the second year in a row, most of our results are around or above the 
National Average across the school. This doesn’t happen by itself and is testament to the skill and 
commitment of the teaching staff throughout the school who have done a wonderful job. 
 
A brief summary of the results: 

YEAR 6 AT EXPECTED LEVEL: 

 Reading Writing Spelling & 
Grammar 

Maths Combined 

St Lawrence’s 85% 78% 81% 74% 63% 

National Average  71% 76% 77% 75% 61% 

 

YEAR 2 AT EXPECTED LEVEL: 

 Reading Writing Maths 

St Lawrence’s 79% 71% 75% 

National Average  74% 65% 73% 

 

YEAR 1 PHONICS 

St Lawrence’s 89% 

National Average 81% 

 

RECEPTION: CHILDREN ACHIEVING GOOD LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT 

St Lawrence’s 69% 

National Average 69% 

 

MOVING ON:  As a school, we wish all of the children that are leaving us every success in the future. 
We hope that our Year 6 leavers prosper in their new schools. They have worked hard and have done 
us proud. We also have some children around the school in other classes who are leaving us as they 
are moving. We wish them all well and hope that they will take a small piece of St Lawrence’s with 
them in their hearts. 
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We also have some staff leaving us. Mrs Dowling will retire after 25 years of loyal service. I am sure 
that she will be ready for a well earned rest.  Miss Storey has a new job in an International School in 
Dubai and we wish her well for her new adventure and thank her for the excellent job that she has 
done in transforming Year 1 since she has been with us.  

 
In addition to this, Miss Hooton’s contract has ended and she will take up a new job next year. We 
thank her for all of the work that she has done for us in the short time that she has been with us. 

 
We warmly welcome back Mr Jeffrey to the staff.  Miss Charlton will also join us in Year 5 and I know 
that she is desperate to get started and has enjoyed the transition days that she has shared with us. 

 
On the support staff, Mrs Johnson will be leaving our Admin team after nine years of service and hard 
work in our school office  -  we wish her well.  Mr Cassidy, Miss Gilchrist and Miss McGinn will all 
leave as their contracts have expired.  All have served St. Lawrence’s with distinction in their time with 
us. 

 
ATTENDANCE: Our end of year attendance figures are 95%. We targeted 96% so this is 
disappointing, though many children have performed very well. We have 29 who have achieved 100% 
attendance in the school and we hope to add to that next year. There are a high number of children in 
the school who have attendance below 90% which makes them ‘Persistent Absentees.’ The 
Governors have asked me to monitor these children closely next year. We will be reviewing our 
attendance policy closely and it is highly likely that there will be penalties for persistent 
absence that is not explained by medical evidence.  

 
UNIFORM: September represents a new start for the school and all of the children. With this in mind, 
it is vital that the children come back to school in the correct school uniform – including the correct PE 
kit. Uniform unites the school and shows that everybody is equal and I want our children to be proud 
to wear it.  The school’s Governing Body are very keen on tightening this up. From September it will 
be an expectation that all footwear will be appropriate plain black shoes or trainers. Thank you for 
your support on this matter. 

 
NEW WEBSITE: Over the summer, we will be taking our old website down and replacing it with a new 
web address. We have found the old website difficult to use and hope that this platform will give 
parents more instant access to school news.  This new site will be www.stlawrencesprimary.org.uk.  

 
SCHOOL FAYRE: Thank you to all parents for all of their support in the School Fayre and in all of our 
other end of year events. We are still in the process of giving out raffle prizes. In total we raised 
£520.60 which we will put towards books for our new school library. 

 
RETURN TO SCHOOL: The children will return to school for the new academic year on 

Tuesday 5  September. 

On behalf of all of the staff and governors, I wish you and your families a happy and safe summer and 
look forward to seeing you in September. 

 
 

Yours faithfully 

 
 
 
 
 
Paul Brown 
Head Teacher 

http://www.stlawrencesprimary.org.uk/

