
 
 
 

 

 

20 September 2019 

Dear parents,  

It is with delight that I belatedly write this letter to welcome all families back to school for the new 

academic year. As a lot of you know I have had some time off on paternity leave after a new arrival 

to our family joined us over the summer. Constance (Connie) Rose Patricia Brown is doing extremely 

well and will be visiting St. Lawrence’s to see the children soon. I would like to express my thanks to 

Mrs Maxwell, Mrs Hagon and the rest of the staff for keeping the school running smoothly in my 

absence. I would like to take the opportunity to extend a warm welcome to all of our new children 

and families who have joined us this year. We hope and trust that you will all have many happy years 

watching your children learn and thrive at St. Lawrence’s. 

SCHOOL RESULTS: 

KEY STAGE 2 DATA: 

In Key Stage 2 our children performed exceptionally well once again and our results were above 

national averages in nearly all areas. Our progress scores – detailing the progress the children make 

from entry in the school to the point where they leave in Year 6 – is above national averages in all 

subjects and significantly above in reading and maths. This shows that the school continues to be 

extremely successful academically due to the excellence and skill of our teaching staff and continued 

support from parents at home. Key Stage 1 also performed extremely well again. Their work was 

moderated externally and they matched national averages in all areas. 

As Head Teacher, while I realise that there is more to school life than exam results, I am nonetheless 

extremely proud of what has been achieved this year and in the previous 4 years. I am confident that 

our school will continue to excel in this way. 

 ST. LAW AT 

EXPECTED 

STANDARD 

NATIONAL 

AVE 

ST. LAW  AT 

HIGHER 

STANDARD 

NATIONAL 

AVERAGE 

ST. LAW 

PROGRESS 

NATIONAL 

PROGRESS 

READING 87% 73% 23% 27% +3.3 0.0 

WRITING 80% 78% 20% 20% +1.8 0.0 

SPAG 83% 78% 43% 36% N/A NA/ 

MATHS 87% 79% 30% 27% +3.1 0.0 

 

KEY STAGE 1 RESULTS: 

 ST LAWRENCE’S AT EXPECTED 

STANDARD 2019 

NATIONAL AVE (2019) 

READING 77% 75% 

WRITING 71% 69% 

MATHS 74% 76% 
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ATTENDANCE: 

One slightly disappointing result has been the dip in overall attendance last year. Our attendance 

dipped from 96% to 95.6% last year – which is just below the National Average. Our Persistent 

Absentees (children with attendance below 90%) rose from 8% to 10.4% which was also 

disappointing. 

We will have to renew our efforts to boost attendance and particular attention will be given to those 

who were persistently absent last year. Once again, I must remind parents that I am unable to 

authorise term time holidays except in the most exceptional of circumstances and such holidays 

must be reported to the local authority as a matter of law. I hope that we can work together to 

ensure that attendance figures improve this year as good attendance has a direct impact on 

children’s progress at school. 

PUNCTUALITY AND EARLY COLLECTIONS: 

A number of our children are still late for school too often. This is very disruptive for them and their 

class mates. Please make sure that your child is ready for school at 8:55. It is also disruptive when 

parents come to collect children early. While we don’t mind making exceptions for occasional 

medical appointments and emergencies, children cannot be collected before 3.15 unless they have 

proof of such an appointment either on a letter or a message on their phone. 

 

BREKAFAST CLUB:  

We are proud of our breakfast club and the service it provides to our children and families. We must 

however remind parents that we can not take the children before 8:00am. This is because we do 

not have contracted staff to supervise the children before this time. Children must also arrive at 8.30 

at the latest to receive a breakfast. 

 

CONTACT DETAILS UPDATES: 

If you or any of your listed contacts has recently changed their phone number or address, please 

inform the school office as a matter of urgency for safeguarding reasons. 

 

FENCING: 

Having managed to purchase land outside of school on Headlam Street and down Spires Lane – we 

will soon be able to fence off our school giving added safety to the children, staff and parents. We 

are currently assessing bids from a number of companies interested in the work and I will keep you 

updated on our monthly newsletters. 

 

WELCOME TO MR MOORE: 

Mr Moore has joined us in Year 4 and has made an excellent start with his new class. 

 

Finally, I wish you all a happy and successful first term of the new academic year. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

 


