
 
 

 

 

 

14 February 2020 

Dear parents,  

As we approach the end of another half term I thought I would update you on some matters 

concerning our school. 

ACADEMIES: The Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle has recently passed a resolution that all Catholic 

schools in the diocese will become academies by July 2022. This will mean that in essence, St. 

Lawrence’s RC Primary School will cease to exist under its current title when it is our time to convert. 

We will become part of the Bishop Bewick Trust which covers the North of the region (all Catholic 

schools in Newcastle, North Tyneside and some in Northumberland, 39 in total including Secondary 

Schools). The school will then become an academy. Its name has not been decided as yet. So, what 

differences will you see, what will not change and what are the benefits? 

• St. Lawrence’s will continue to function in a very similar way that we do now. In fact, you will 

see very little obvious change from the outside. 

• Admissions procedures will remain the same. 

• We will have increased autonomy in what we choose to teach and how we choose to teach 

it. 

• We will retain elements of school that make us unique and work for us. 

• We will no longer be affiliated with Newcastle Local Authority and will instead pick and 

choose services from them depending on their quality. 

• We will have a greater command of our own budget and potentially more money at our 

disposal. 

• We are able to carry over existing surplus funds in our school budget. 

• We will have tighter and more formal partnerships with other Catholic schools in the Trust 

and particularly within Newcastle. 

• Workers’ rights will be exactly the same as they are now. 

• Term times and holidays among all Catholic schools will be brought into line so that they are 

exactly the same. 

• The Trust will have a Chief Executive Officer, overseeing all 39 schools. Mrs. Anita Bath, 

former Head Teacher of Sacred Heart High School in Fenham has been appointed to this 

role. 

I will share further information when I have it. If anyone has any questions or concerns about this 

move, then please do not hesitate to ask and I will do my best to answer them. 

PARKING AND DRIVING: As always, I would encourage as many children as possible to walk to 

school, particularly as the weather is getting better (this week aside) and the nights are getting 

lighter. We have very little space for parking as you know. Could I ask parents to be exceptionally 

patient and considerate drivers and adopt a speed limit of no more than 10 mph until they are away 

from the school grounds. The safety of our children is absolutely paramount. 
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ATTENDANCE AND ABSENCE: Our whole school attendance has improved significantly this half term 

but we are still well below our target and what we achieved last year. Our attendance currently 

stands at 94.40%. Our target is 96%. We were badly affected by the winter flu virus (particularly our 

younger children) and we have had a Chicken Pox epidemic this term but generally things are going 

in the right direction. Well done to parents and children who have improved this term. Good 

attendance (at least 95%) is crucial in children achieving their full potential. If you would like an 

update on your child’s attendance figures, please speak to the school office or myself who can 

quickly update you. 

Naturally, we understand that your child must stay off if they are very poorly. Please contact the 

school and speak to a member of the office staff or leave a message to explain their absence if this is 

the case. It is a legal requirement for school to know where children are at all times. It also enables 

us to authorise any school absence. 

I must re-iterate that I am not able to authorise any term time holidays, but it is still important to fill 

out a holiday request form. 

SOCIAL MEDIA: It is a sign of the times that a growing number of children now have smartphones 

and access to the internet. This is obviously a parental decision. We have extensive lessons on E 

Safety in school but children still make mistakes and it is important to regularly monitor what 

children are exposed to online. It has come to my attention that Facebook, Instagram and Tik-Tok 

have an age restriction of 13 years and Whatsapp has recently raised it’s age restriction to 16 years 

of age. Food for thought. 

AN APPEAL: It is the nature of a school that at times some children will not get on with each other 

and occasionally this will make children anxious about coming to school. This is all part of the 

learning journey. We will endeavour to correct this as every child should be happy when coming to 

school and we know that they need to feel safe to prosper. However, we can’t do anything effective 

without full possession of the facts. Please draw any unhappiness that your child may be 

experiencing to the attention of the class teacher in a respectful way and we will do our utmost to 

correct the situation through school channels. 

HAPPY HALF TERM: We break up today for one week. I hope you all have a safe and enjoyable week. 

We return to school on Monday 24 February. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

 

 


