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18 December 2020 

Dear parents,  

POSITIVE CASE: As you know, we had our first positive case among the children this week. Our systems worked very 

well and we were quickly able to put into place all that we had planned. Frankly, we have done amazingly well to get 

this far. Could I ask that all parents provide a working phone number at all times as it is incredibly important to get in 

touch quickly on occasions such as this. 

INFECTIONS OVER CHRISTMAS: We hope that this does not come to pass, but it is essential that parents ring in if 

any of the children test positive over the Christmas period. This especially important from Friday 18 December to 

Tuesday 22 December. I have arranged for the school phone line to divert to my mobile phone and answerphone. I 

will then have to trace and inform any close contacts. 

VOUCHERS: I have now processed all of the vouchers due to children who receive benefits related free school meals. 

Each parent will have received a £30 per child voucher for ASDA to cover meals for the Christmas period. Please note 

that the Government did not cover Universal Free School Meals (i.e. free meals for all children up to the end of Year 

2).  

HAMPERS: In partnership with the Vineyard Church, we have been able to give out nearly 100 Christmas hampers to 

families. I am sure you will join me in expressing our thanks for their continual report of our school. 

We have also had some excellent contributions through the Metro Radio 'cash for kids' programme who have 

provided us with a number of toys that we have distributed 

MRS MAXWELL: Today, we say goodbye to Mrs Maxwell who has gone on to promotion to Head Teacher of another 

Catholic school. She will be a huge miss to us and we thank her for her immense contribution to our development in 

the four and a half years that she has been with us. Mrs Maxwell is a truly outstanding teacher and we have all 

benefited hugely from her skill, work ethic and integrity. We wish her every success. 

Mrs Maxwell’s replacement will be Miss Charlotte Murray. Due to notice periods, Miss Murray will not start with us 

until after the February half term. In the interim we have appointed Mrs Watts who will work alongside Mr Jeffrey in 

Year 6 for those six weeks. Mrs Watts is a former Deputy Head in a Newcastle Catholic school and we are delighted 

to welcome her to our staff for this short period. 

CHRISTMAS PERFORMANCES: I am delighted to say that all of our Christmas performances and Carols have now 

been posted on our website. They brought a tear to my eye! You will be able to find them (and many other exciting 

things) on www.stlawrencesprimary.org.uk. Our website is very informative and shows what a wonderful and vibrant 

school St. Lawrence’s is. 

ACADEMIES: After lengthy consultation, as of Tuesday 1 December, our school became an Academy. This means 

that, technically at least, we became a new entity on that date. We are now outside of Local Authority control and 
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are now a member of the Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust. We are in the first wave of all Catholic schools in 

the north of the diocese to convert to being an Academy. Our Chief Executive is Mrs Anita Bath, formerly Head 

Teacher of Scared Heart Catholic Secondary School in Fenham.  

We are now called St. Lawrence’s Catholic Primary School (no longer Roman Catholic). There are no immediate plans 

to change anything else – we all have enough to worry about at the moment! Nonetheless, if you have any questions 

on this, please don’t hesitate to ask. 

INTENTION TO MOVE TO CASHLESS SYSTEMS: After Christmas, it is our intention to move to a cashless system. This 

will mean any payments due (such as Dinner Money or any contributions for trips and parties) will be paid online. 

This will improve our systems, make them more secure and will hopefully mean that you don’t have to scramble 

around for change each Monday morning. 

It won’t happen immediately, we will need a few weeks to allow for transition after Christmas but we will keep you 

informed of developments. 

RETURN DATE: The children will return to school on Wednesday 6 January 2021. We will still keep the current 

staggered starts and end times to the day. Please note that Nursery children do not return until Monday 11 January. 

Breakfast Club will begin immediately on 6 January but after school clubs will not begin until the week beginning 11 

January. 

A WORD OF THANKS: Before I sign off, I must say that children and families have been absolutely amazing in this 

most challenging of terms. Behaviour in school has never been better and we have all been bowled over by how 

rapidly the children have progressed academically. Thank you all for your continued support to the children and our 

school. 

WISHING YOU ALL A MERRY CHRISTMAS: From myself and all of the staff, we wish all families a happy and holy 

Christmas. Hopefully 2021 will be a lot smoother! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

 

 


