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INTRODUCTION 

 

In September, we planned our Recovery Curriculum, we have followed advice contained in the 

following document, published in July 2020:   

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-

outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools.  

This worked extremely well from September to December. Extensive progress was made – 

particularly with regard to reading. 

The Autumn Term was a balancing act between settling back in, addressing the pastoral needs that 

children have and kickstarting education.  We rightly ascertained that children would need time to 

readjust to learning and our curriculum needed a progressive structure which recognised this. 

Government guidance stated that substantial modification to the curriculum may be needed at the 

start of the year, so teaching time should be prioritised ton address significant gaps in pupil’s 

knowledge with the aim of returning to the school’s normal curriculum content by no later than 

summer term 2021. This has obviously been compromised  

In the Autumn Term we prioritised: Reading, Writing, Maths Key Skills, RE, Art, Music, 

Exercise and Well-Being.  We completed a years’ worth of planning in Art and Music. 

Given that children have now missed another full half term, our Recovery Curriculum from 9 March 

onwards Term will again prioritise Reading, Writing, Maths Key Skills, RE, Exercise and Well-

Being.   

In addition, we will now focus on : 

March until May: Science and History or Geography. 

June and July: D & T and History or Geography. 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


Which Topics?  

We have lost a half term. We will not try to squeeze all topics into less space. Instead, co-

ordinators will discuss with teachers the most appropriate topics to cover in depth that will 

provide the most enjoyment and skills to the children as they move into next year. Quality in 

depth learning is preferable to quickly skirting over things. That is the approach that we will 

take at St. Lawrence’s 

What about other subjects? 

Computing: The children will still enjoy a weekly session of Computing. The focus will be on 

skills that the children need going into the next year. Teachers are to choose the most 

suitable appropriate remaining topics that will best serve that purpose. 

MFL: We have recently greatly improved our MfL provision with the addition of Mrs Hewson 

working in school as a specialist. She has provided learning to children of key workers and 

vulnerable children still attending school for 1 hour each week in Key Stage 2. This will 

continue after 8 March. 

MENTAL HEALTH AND WELL-BEING 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
During the Lockdown period, all children will have been exposed to a variety of new and worrying 
experiences: the emergence of a global pandemic, a killer virus, school closures, 24-hour news 
reporting of death statistics and threat of economic disaster, isolation, separation from family and 
friends, new social distancing measures, anxieties around catching the virus and the possible loss of 
loved ones.  
 
The charity ‘Barnardos’ have produced a report ‘Time for a clean slate’ (May 2020) which warns:  
‘Children have been exposed to an unprecedented level of trauma, loss and adversity, with those who 
were already vulnerable likely to have been badly affected.’  
 
As a school we will follow the 5 Key Principles for Recovery (guidance from the psychology team) 

which puts the emotional well being of staff and children at the heart of the recovery process.  

Children’s ability to cope in the aftermath of this pandemic is their resilience. It is our role to teach 

the children to be resilient individuals. 

When considering everyone’s emotional well being there are different layers we must focus on: 

 

1. The general well being of all children in school 

2. The individual children and individual families who require more support at this time above 

our general approach 

3. The mental well being of parents and carers 



4. The mental well being of staff 

How can we support our children on their return to school? 

We know that in order to improve children’s resilience and well being we must address our own 

mental health and the mental health of significant adults in the children’s lives too.  

The Mental health and Well-Being aspect of our Recovery Curriculum will be led by Mrs O’Hara 

(SENCO) with additional support from Cath (Family Support worker) and our trained Thrive 

practitioners: Mrs Villalobos, Mrs Hamilton and Miss McHugh. 

The ‘THRIVE’ approach is already securely embedded in our school.  This approach provides the 

tools, skills and insights needed to help our children become more emotionally resilient. It is 

grounded in established neuroscience, attachment theory, child development, play and the creative 

arts.  

Our Thrive practitioners have attended ‘Reconnecting after Lockdown’ Training.  Feedback from this 

training will be made available to all staff.   

Many children will still feel anxious about coronavirus. The return to school should help by providing 

routine and a sense of stability but there are other strategies we can put in place to support 

children.  

 

• Each week we will hold ‘Well-Being Wednesday.’ Mrs O’Hara will plan a ‘Thrive’ based lesson 

following the theme of resilience.  The class teacher will lead this session.  Children’s work 

from this session will be brought together as a whole school display and shared throughout the 

school via our website.  

• During the first ‘Well Being Wednesday’ session all pupils will complete the ‘Three houses’ 

exercise. This is an opportunity for pupils to express their worries, strengths, hopes and 

dreams. This will form a baseline for where our children are emotionally and inform our 

planning for how best to support them both on an individual level and a while class level.  

• Lunchtime Mindfulness Session and Meditation session. 

• The word ‘resilience’ will be used by all staff and displayed throughout classroom and the rest 

of school to encourage children to be resilient and list ways in which they can do this. Staff to 

refer to the word resilience on a daily basis. 

• Place a ‘chatterbox’ in each classroom where children can share their thoughts if they do not 

wish to speak to an adult face to face. 

• We will continue with our ‘Get Active Daily’ Sessions such as workouts, zumba, running etc 

 

In Class, all Teachers will ensure children have opportunities to develop coping skills and self-care 

techniques, talk about their experiences during the outbreak, have one-to-one conversations with 

trusted adults, if needed, learn about topics related to coronavirus (e.g. how to stay alert), renew 

and develop friendships and peer groups and take part in other enriching developmental activities 

 

 

 



How can we support our children who may have lost a loved one? 

Children who have lost a loved one to coronavirus (COVID-19) are likely to be dealing with strong 

emotions (e.g. fear that they are going to die). Some young people have been unable to say goodbye 

and grieve in the usual way. This has been amplified by the loss of access to routines and parts of 

their support network. 

As a school we will implement the 5 Key Principles as outlined by the Psychology team when 

supporting children and families through bereavement. This includes the  ‘Psychologically Informed 

First Aid’ approach.   

It is important to communicate with the child’s family/caregiver to understand the kind of 

information and support they are happy for staff to provide.   

We will provide 1-1 support for children, using out ‘Thrive’ approach.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

READING 

Where are our children in their Reading development? 

We will need to assess our children’s Reading as a priority, when they return to school.   

In Early Years, we will complete the Baseline Test within two weeks and begin Phonics input 

immediately after.  

In KS1, we will complete a phonics assessment within the established phonics groups. This will allow 

us to quickly assess the children’s phonics knowledge. This will take place within the first two weeks. 

Teachers and support staff will use this assessment to plan any revision of sounds that may need to 

be taught again and also move children between phonics groups, as appropriate. 

In KS2, we will complete a Salford Reading Test for all children within the first two weeks.  This will 

provide us with information we can compare to the last one which was completed in the autumn 

term. We will reassess these children again at the end of the summer term 2021 to analyse carefully 

the progress that has been made from returning to school. 

From this information across KS1 and 2, we can allocate an appropriate Reading level for children to 

access suitable texts.   

We can also identify which children have progressed or regressed in their Reading confidence and 

skills.  We can then use this information to decide who and how to target for intervention. 

How can we operate our Reading Scheme? 

Following swift assessments, we can quickly level our children according to their phonics phase or 

reading level and allocate suitable reading books to aid their progress. 

However, this raises practical issues around the distribution of books as shared resources.  

Latest guidance (July 2020) states that books and games can be used and shared within bubbles and 

they can also be taken home by pupils and teachers.   

The current view on this from Public Health England is as follows: 

 ‘The guidance is very limited and there is no definitive evidence on how long the virus could survive 

on various surfaces – the only thing we know is that it is likely to survive longer on hard surfaces. 

There is also no definitive evidence on transmission of the virus from other surfaces such as paper 

with various studies emerging/being undertaken but no firm guidance on this. They have found that 

of plastic, stainless steel and cardboard, the virus lasted the longest on plastic (up to 72 hours) and 

the shortest on cardboard (up to 24 hours). That time is shortened when the surface is exposed to air, 

with the virus becoming less and less potent the more it’s exposed.  



 

 

Therefore, in line with this, at present we move forward in the following way: 

• If reading books are to be shared between children, staff must consider the following:  If the 

book has a hard/shiny cover, we could disinfect these.  If not, we will put a quarantine on 

books before they are used by another pupil – as per the information above, this could be 

for a period of 72 hours.  Children could be allocated an individual reader to remain in class 

and quarantined after use.  This could also be the way forward with guided group readers. 

Free readers can access library books which follow the quarantine process after use.   

• Reading books can be taken home by children.  We will allocate a named day (eg Friday) for 

sending reading books home.  They will be returned on Tuesday then quarantined over the 

weekend, in line with the above guidance, before returning to our stock of shared resources.  

• We will continue encouraging parents to access ‘Oxford Owl’ in addition to their ‘home 

readers.’ 

•  KS1 pupils will continue to access the Rising Stars online library for their phonics books. 

They will be assigned a phonics book on Rising Stars which mirrors the book they have read 

in their phonics group in school.  

• Wherever possible, books in class are not to be shared between pupils but if they are shared 

it is only within that individual bubble. Therefore, we can use class sets of texts and label 

each text with a child’s name.  This will be stored in their own drawer.   

Should we alter the way we teach Reading? 

We have worked hard to develop our ‘teaching of reading’ and use of high-quality texts in the 

classroom in recent years.  This has been very successful, creating a whole school curriculum for 

English that is comprehensive and progressive. 

We will continue to teach our ‘text based’ English Curriculum from Reception to Year 6, as we have 

in previous years, as the skills and objectives for each year group are continuous and interlinked.  

However, the new class teacher will still need to meet with the previous year’s class teacher to 

review which elements of the Reading curriculum were taught in depth in Autumn and Spring and 

which had a ‘lighter touch’. 

In the autumn term, KS1 children were receiving additional daily phonics sessions in their phonics 

groups. This worked very well and allowed all pupils to make good progress. We will continue with 

these sessions when the children return to school on the 8th March.  Children in Y3 who were 

assessed to be working at or below Phase 5 in the autumn term will be reassessed. They will also 

continue to receive a daily Phonics session in a small group.   

In Comprehension, we have devised a common set of ‘question stems’ based on the 2016 reading 

domains. (Vocabulary, Infer, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and Summarise – VIPERS) alongside common 

question Stems from National Curriculum Test frameworks.  We use these question stems across all 

year groups as children build on and develop their skills.  These are extremely familiar to our 

children.  

We will continue with our whole class approach to reading in KS2 and already have class sets of 

texts.  Children can store their own labelled copies in their drawers. In KS1 and Y3, we will continue 

our group guided approach.  We will group the children as usual and plan sessions where the 



children sit in socially distanced circles, using the Hall.  We can still use a set of texts then quarantine 

them for 72hours afterwards.   

We will continue to read with children on a 1-1 basis, following our extremely successful 5,3,1 

system.  We will maintain distance and endeavour to obtain a duplicate copy of the text the child is 

reading.   

Children enjoy daily story times across Early Years and KS1.  This focuses on developing listening 

skills, story structure, recall and enjoyment with the aim of fostering a lifelong love of reading.  This 

aspect of teaching reading will be an absolute priority as we move into the Spring and Summer 

term.  We are fortunate to have the support of Seven Stories and their Reader in Residence to 

engage and enthuse our children with creative story telling.  The focus of her work would be 're-

integration and wellbeing through shared stories.’  

 

One of the key features of the reading curriculum is to develop a love of reading. We are aware that 

since lockdown, many pupils may have had a limited access to physical books and may have only 

read books through a screen. We will try to re-establish a love of books by holding World Book Day 

celebrations in school rather than via home learning. This will be held on the second week of 

children returning to school, from 15th March. All of the reading and writing lessons for the week will 

be based around one book and some classes may extend this to a two-week project. 

Within each phase, pupils will have the opportunity to explore a new and exciting book and 

complete a range of activities about this book. The aim of the week is to allow the children to fully 

immerse themselves in a new book, therefore the reading and writing activities will be planned to 

excite as well as challenge the children. 

The books we will be using are: 

EYFS- Nursery and reception will continue to work closely with Seven Stories and their Reader in 

Residence programme. Seven Stories will be donating books to every child in Nursery and Reception 

and will base the live-streaming lesson around the book. 

KS1- Luna Loves Library Day 

KS2- Leon and the Place Between 

Where are our children in their Writing development? 

We will need to assess our children’s Writing, when they return to school as we did in September.  

We will complete an assessment tracker for each child following the first major piece of writing they 

complete, which will be based on our World Book Day text.   

Should we alter the way we teach Writing? 

In short. No. Our method of teaching writing is well established and successful. We will use our 

World Book Day texts to ease the whole school back into age appropriate but interesting and 

creative English learning. We will use three different books, one for EYFS, one for KS1 and another 

for KS2. During the week beginning 15th March, all of the reading and writing lessons will be based 

around these texts. All pupils will complete a writing task during this week which will be assessed. 

This will allow teachers to identify any gaps in writing skills.   



Following this, we will continue to teach our ‘text based’ English Curriculum from Reception to Year 

6, as we have in previous years, as the skills and objectives for each year group are continuous and 

interlinked.  However, the class teacher will look at the texts which haven’t been covered yet and 

use ones which will be the most appropriate in terms of challenge. Teachers will focus on teaching 

core writing skills rather than trying to cover all of the texts which would normally be taught.  

Our well-established system of drafting, editing and then completing a final piece will continue.  

Where are our children in their Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar 

development? 

There may be gaps in our teaching of the Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Curriculum (see 

below). Class teachers will use the baseline writing assessment to identify any key skills which may 

need to be revisited. Each class will then continue to teach each of the spelling and grammar 

objectives.   

We will also complete the Testbase Spelling, Punctuation and Grammar Tests (already purchased) 

from the previous year groups at the end of the Spring term.  This will allow us to further identify the 

gaps in learning and alter our focus going forward.  Alongside our usual Writing Curriculum, we can 

slot in the objectives that need revisited or taught from previous year (see next page).   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Progression of Punctuation and Grammar  

Early Years 
 
Sound, Letter, 
Word, Sentence, 
Full Stop, Capital 
Letter, Question 
Mark, 
Exclamation 
Mark, 
Punctuation, 
Conjunction, 
Adjectives, 
Vowels.        
     

Orally using pronouns (he, she, it, his, her).   
Orally use determiners (the, a, an)   
Orally using simple adjectives.  
Orally use causal connective (because) in response to a question.  
Speaking in full sentences (ensure sentence makes sense).  
Using ‘and’ orally then moving onto writing a simple sentence.  
 Begin to write words and simple sentences moving into joining ideas using simple connectives 
(and, but, so, until, who, because) 

Year 1 
 
Letter, Capital 
letter, Word, 
Singular, Plural, 
Sentence, 
Punctuation, Full 
Stop, Question 
Mark, 
Exclamation Mark 

To consolidate learning from previous year. 
To leave spaces between words. 
Recognise capital letters and full stops when reading and name them correctly. 
Begin to use the term sentence . 
Know that a line of writing is not necessarily a sentence. 
Begin to use full stops to demarcate sentences. 
To use a capital letter for the personal pronoun and the start of a sentence. 
To join words and join sentences using ‘and’. 
Recognise full stops and capital letters when reading and understand how they affect the way a 
passage is read. 
To continue demarcating sentences when writing, ending a sentence with a full stop. 
To recognise other common uses of capitalisation e.g. for personal titles, headings, book titles, 
emphasis, days of the week. 
To add question marks to questions. 
To use exclamation marks. 
Through reading and writing to reinforce knowledge of the term sentence 

Year 2 
 
Noun, Noun 
phrase, 
Statement, 
Question, 
Exclamation, 
Command, 
Compound, 
Adjective, Verb, 
Suffix, Adverb, 
Tense 
(past/present), 
Apostrophe, 
Comma 

To consolidate learning from previous year. 
To use capital letters, full stops, question marks and exclamation marks to demarcate sentences, 
including in the use of Proper Nouns.  
To identify nouns within sentences. 
To use nouns accurately within sentences. 
To know and use Proper Nouns. 
To be able to expand nouns phrases for description and specification. 
To use subordination within sentences (when, if, that, because) and co-ordination (or, and, but) for 
description and specification. 
To know what an adjective is. 
To identify adjectives within sentences. 
To use adjectives accurately within sentences. 
To know how the grammatical patterns in a sentence indicate its function as a statement, 
question, exclamation or command. 
To be able to expand nouns phrases for description and specification. 
To use correct choice and consistent use of present and past tense throughout writing.  
To use the progressive form of verbs in the present and past tense to mark actions in progress (e.g. 
she is drumming, he was shouting). 
To know what a verb is. 
To identify verbs within sentences. 
To use verbs accurately within sentences. 
To write sentences with subject-verb agreements. 
To correct sentences with subject/verb agreements that are incorrect. 
To use apostrophes to mark where letters are missing in spelling and to mark singular possession 
in nouns.  
To use commas to separate items in a list. 
Selecting correct punctuation to end a sentence.  (!...?.) 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 
 
Adverb, 
Preposition, 
Conjunction, 
Word family, 
Prefix, Clause, 
Subordinate 
Clause, Direct 
Speech, 
Consonant, 
Letter, Vowel, 
Vowel Letter, 
Inverted Commas 

To consolidate learning from previous year. 
To express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, before, after, while, so, because), 
adverbs or prepositions (e.g. before, after, during, in, because of). 
To introduce paragraphs as a way to group related material. 
To use headings and subheadings to aid presentation . 
To use the present perfect form of verbs instead of the simple past. 

I have been to Tokyo.  She has learned to speak Russian. 

Year 4 
 
Determiner, 
Pronoun, 
Possessive 
pronoun, 
Adverbial 

To consolidate learning from previous year. 
To use noun phrases expanded by the addition of modifying adjectives, nouns and preposition 
phrases. 
To use fronted adverbials . 
To use paragraphs to organise ideas around a theme. 
To use the appropriate choice of the pronoun or noun within and across sentences to aid cohesion 
and avoid repetition.  
To use inverted commas and other punctuation to indicate direct speech.  
To use apostrophes to mark singular and plural possession.  
To use commas after fronted adverbials. 

Year 5 
 
Modal Verb, 
Relative Pronoun, 
Relative Clause, 
Parenthesis, 
Bracket, Dash, 
Cohesion, 
Ambiguity 

To consolidate learning from previous year. 
To use relative clauses beginning with, who, which, where, when, whose, that or an omitted 
relative pronoun. 
To indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs. 
To use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph. 
To link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and number or tense choices. 
To use brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
To use commas to avoid ambiguity and to clarify meaning 

Year 6 
 
Subject, Object, 
Active, Passive, 
Synonym, 
Antonym, Ellipsis, 
Hyphen, Colon, 
Semi-colon, Bullet 
points 

To consolidate learning from previous year. 
To use the passive to affect the presentation of information within a sentence. 
To know the different between structures typical of informal speech and structures appropriate 
for formal speech and writing or the use of subjunctive forms.  
To link ideas across paragraphs using a wider range of cohesive devices: repetition of a word or 
phrase, grammatical connections and ellipsis. 
 
To use layout devices – headings, subheadings, colons, bullets, tables. 
To use the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the boundary between independent clauses. 
To use the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-colons within lists. 
To use bullet points to list information. To use hyphens to avoid ambiguity. 



SPECIFIC POINTS FOR EYFS 
 

In Early Years we will initially have 2 main priorities as we settle the children back into school: 

1. To re-establish routines and relationships 

2. To assess where the children are at in the Prime areas (all children), early literacy skills 

(including phonics) and early maths skills (Reception children).  

Once a baseline has been established the curriculum will be adapted to suit the needs of the 

children with an emphasis on active, targeted, small group learning as far as possible.  

Outdoor learning will feature highly as will the development of basic underlying basic learning skills 

such as concentration, memory, active listening and a love of learning.  

Although the EYFS profile has been suspended this year. We will need to develop our own 

assessment system based around the Maths KPIs; Phonics Tracker and in house moderation of other 

literacy skills. This will be key information for the Y1 staff.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MATHS 

 

 

 

 

 

Where are our children in their Maths development? 

On return to school, we will revisit Key Number Skills from previous year group objectives.   This is 

our usual approach for Summer 2 and Autumn 1, ensuring that our children maintain their fluency 

skills before progressing on to problem solving and reasoning.    

 

How can we operate our Maths Curriculum? 

Maths skills are learnt as a continuum with natural progression and links between year groups. It is 
counter-productive to “leap-frog” skills and understanding in order to “catch up” to age related 
expectations as this results in gaps for children and a lack of security.  

The best preparation for the next stage is security in the previous stage so moving on too quickly is 
counter-productive in the long term. Without firm foundations, children will not be able to achieve 
age-related expectations.  

In order for staff to make links between previous objectives requiring reinforcement and current 
year group objectives, it is IMPERATIVE that every class teacher knows the previous year group’s 
curriculum and expectations.  

 

Should we alter the way we teach Maths? 

We believe that children should learn through 3 phases; concrete, pictorial and abstract.  We use a 

range of manipulative, such as Numicon, Place Value Counters, Cuisenaire Rods, Cubes etc across 

the school to support children to secure key concepts, and to become fluent in methods of 

calculation.  This model continues in KS2. Under the latest guidance, it is recommended that children 

have their own frequently used resources such as pencils and pens, but other class resources can be 

used and shared within bubbles.  They need to be quarantined for 72 hours before being used by 

children in a different bubble.  

 

As a school, we are moving towards the White Rose Maths Schemes of Learning as a structure for 

our Maths teaching. https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/schemes-of-learning/primary-sols/ 

This scheme is online and resources are accessible to all.  This will therefore enable a smooth 

transition to Home Learning, if this becomes necessary, for groups of children in the coming year.   

We will continue to begin the day with a maths morning starter based around fluency. 

 

https://whiterosemaths.com/resources/schemes-of-learning/primary-sols/


On their return to school, we will assess our children’s development in Maths, using the White Rose 
termly tests.   There is also topic ‘mini tests’ which will be useful as ongoing assessment.  

In KS1, we will complete a baseline assessment and tracker to identify children’s Maths skills. 

This will allow us to further identify the gaps in learning and alter our focus going forward. 

 
While it is important to have high expectations for all, these expectations should also be realistic and 
celebrate the smaller steps that some children are able to make.  

In addition to our everyday Maths lessons, we will have an additional afternoon Maths Session.  This 
will be a fun, game session rather than a formal lessons and will be focussed on practising key 
number skills.   

 

Maths catch-up Year 6 
As stated, as a school we follow the highly-regarded White Rose Maths curriculum. Many of 
you will have seen their videos and worksheets over lockdown 2.  It had already been 
adapted following the 1st lockdown and we feel it really helps the children learn maths 
develop a deep understanding of the subject. 
 
We intend to continue to follow the curriculum closely – with Mr Jeffrey and Miss Murray 
adapting some things to provide opportunity to check children’s understanding who have 
been learning at home.  Our main aim is to prepare the children for High School so we may 
move different units below around – clearly there are no SATS – but as always our aim is not 
to prepare them just for an exam.  We want them to develop a love of maths that will help 
them for the rest of their lives. 
 

 
 
 
 
You can support your child by checking they know all their times tables.  There are lots of 
online games as well as simple worksheets that school can provide if requested. 

 



Maths catch-up Year 5 
As a school we follow the highly-regarded White Rose Maths curriculum. Many of you will 
have seen their videos and worksheets over lockdown 2.  It had already been adapted 
following the 1st lockdown and we feel it really helps the children learn maths develop a 
deep understanding of the subject. 
 
We intend to continue to follow the curriculum closely – with Miss Davidson adapting some 
units to provide opportunity to check children’s understanding of their home learning. 
 

 
 
In addition we have also devised our own Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each year 
group – ideally what every child will know AT THE END of the year. 
 
Each year group will set aside weekly KPI lessons to help children achieve this along with 
daily morning registration lessons.  It is vital children get to school on time every day so 
they do not miss these important sessions.  
 

 
Clearly the children have had their learning severely disrupted over the last 12 months and 
it is impossible to catch-up in just a matter of weeks.  We are confident that our maths 
development plan will ensure that all children can fulfil their potential in the long-term and 
most importantly develop a love of maths.  
 
You can support your child by helping them learn all their times tables.  There are lots of 
online games as well as simple worksheets that school can provide if requested. 



Maths catch-up Year 4 
As a school we follow the highly-regarded White Rose Maths curriculum. Many of you will 
have seen their videos and worksheets over lockdown 2.  It had already been adapted 
following the 1st lockdown and we feel it really helps the children learn maths develop a 
deep understanding of the subject. 
 
We intend to continue to follow the curriculum closely – with Mr Moore adapting units to 
provide opportunity to check children’s understanding who have been learning at home. 
 

 
 
In addition we have also devised our own Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each year 
group – ideally what every child will know AT THE END of the year. 
 
Each year group will set aside weekly KPI lessons to help children achieve this along with 
daily morning registration lessons.  It is vital children get to school on time every day so 
they do not miss these important sessions.  
 

 
 
Clearly the children have had their learning severely disrupted over the last 12 months and 
it is impossible to catch-up in just a matter of weeks.  We are confident that our maths 
development plan will ensure that all children can fulfil their potential in the long-term and 
most importantly develop a love of maths.  
 
You can support your child by helping them learn all their times tables.  There are lots of 
online games as well as simple worksheets that school can provide if requested. 



Maths catch-up Year 3 
As a school we follow the highly-regarded White Rose Maths curriculum. Many of you will 
have seen their videos and worksheets over lockdown 2.  It had already been adapted 
following the 1st lockdown and we feel it really helps the children learn maths develop a 
deep understanding of the subject. 
 
We intend to continue to follow the curriculum closely – with Miss O’Hare adapting some 
units to give opportunities to check children’s understanding of home learning topics. 
 

 
 
In addition we have also devised our own Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each year 
group – ideally what every child will know AT THE END of the year. 
 
Each year group will set aside weekly KPI lessons to help children achieve this along with 
daily morning registration lessons.  It is vital children get to school on time every day so 
they do not miss these important sessions.  
 

 
 
Clearly the children have had their learning severely disrupted over the last 12 months and 
it is impossible to catch-up in just a matter of weeks.  We are confident that our maths 
development plan will ensure that all children can fulfil their potential in the long-term and 
most importantly develop a love of maths.  
 
You can support your child by helping them learn all their 3, 4 & 8 times tables.  There are 
lots of online games as well as simple worksheets that school can provide if requested. 
 



Maths catch-up Year 2 
As a school we follow the highly-regarded White Rose Maths curriculum. Many of you will 
have seen their videos and worksheets over lockdown 2.  It had already been adapted 
following the 1st lockdown and we feel it really helps the children learn maths develop a 
deep understanding of the subject. 
 
We intend to continue to follow the curriculum closely – however Mrs Hagon will adapt 
things to provide opportunity to check children’s understanding who have been learning at 
home and reinforce areas that she feels need to be developed before moving on. 
 

 
 
In addition we have also devised our own Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each year 
group – ideally what every child will know AT THE END of the year. 
 
Each year group will set aside weekly KPI lessons to help children achieve this along with 
daily morning registration lessons.  It is vital children get to school on time every day so 
they do not miss these important sessions.  
 

 
Clearly the children have had their learning severely disrupted over the last 12 months and 
it is impossible to catch-up in just a matter of weeks.  We are confident that our maths 
development plan will ensure that all children can fulfil their potential in the long-term and 
most importantly develop a love of maths.  
 
You can support your child by helping them learn all their 2, 5 & 10  times tables.  There 
are lots of online games as well as simple worksheets school can provide if requested. 



Maths catch-up Year 1 
As a school we follow the highly-regarded White Rose Maths curriculum. Many of you will 
have seen their videos and worksheets over lockdown 2.  It had already been adapted 
following the 1st lockdown and we feel it really helps the children learn maths develop a 
deep understanding of the subject. 
 
We intend to continue to follow the curriculum closely – however Mrs Woodley and Miss 
Bamber will adapt things to provide opportunity to check children’s understanding who 
have been learning at home and reinforce areas they feel need to be developed before 
moving on.  Some units below will be moved round, lengthened or reduced as appropriate. 
 

 
 
In addition we have also devised our own Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each year 
group – ideally what every child will know AT THE END of the year. 
Each year group will set aside weekly KPI lessons to help children achieve this along with 
daily morning registration lessons.  It is vital children get to school on time every day so 
they do not miss these important sessions.  
 

 
Clearly the children have had their learning severely disrupted over the last 12 months and 
it is impossible to catch-up in just a matter of weeks.  We are confident that our maths 
development plan will ensure that all children can fulfil their potential in the long-term and 
most importantly develop a love of maths.  
 
You can support your child by helping them learn their addition sums up to 20 i.e ? + 8 = 
12.  There are lots of online games as well as simple worksheets school can provide.  



Maths catch-up Reception and Nursery 
 
Clearly the children have had their learning severely disrupted over the last 12 months and 
it is impossible to catch-up in just a matter of weeks.  At St Lawrence’s we have devised our 
own Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for each year group – ideally what every child will 
know AT THE END of the year – based on the Government’s curriculum.  
Mrs McWeeny and Mrs Russell will use these to ensure that all children can fulfil their 
potential in the long-term and most importantly develop a love of maths.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
You can support your child by pointing out numbers that they spot in everyday life and 
counting objects that they come across, also asking them what is 1 more or less. There are 
lots of online games as well as simple worksheets school can provide.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

In RE our recovery curriculum will be linked with our well being and PHSE curriculum. We aim to 

focus on a reduced unit content and focus more on the catholic life of our school. 

We will focus on creating a prayer journal in each class through words and pictures and will plan a 

liturgy biweekly using our liturgy planning cards. (Parents will be invited to join us on zoom once 

each half term) 

Sacramental preparation will continue in the Summer Term. 

Mass will be planned by zoom with one class masses/ prayer session for each class.  

Open the Book will take place weekly by zoom. 

No formal RE assessment will take place this year. We will remain mindful of ARS as we plan and 

deliver our units. 

Content to be covered in RE. 

 

 



SCIENCE 

Science is a core subject in school that pupil voice indicates is very popular among the children. They 

enjoy the practical element of the subject and the discovery of new knowledge and skills. Science 

has a particularly high profile at the moment with vaccinations being the leading light in the fight 

against CoVid 19 and the recent Mars landings. Science will be taught in blocks as detailed below. 

We will teach the units in depth and close together from 8 March. 

Key Stage 2 

KS2 classes will follow the below programme for the rest of the year. 

 

 March 8th to Easter 
(Catch-up and)  

Summer 1  Summer 2  

Year 3 Forces Forces (Cont) Plants 

Year 4 Living things and their 
habitats. 

Sound Electricity 

Year 5 Life Cycles incl 
Humans 

Plants  Properties and 
changes of materials 

Year 6  Light  Electricity Evolution 

 

Key Stage 1 

For the rest of the year both Y1 and Y2 will focus on ‘Animals including Humans’ and then look at 

‘Growth in Plants’. 

In addition KS1 will have fortnightly science experiment afternoons – smaller versions of our science 

week afternoons.  These practical, fun experiments will be based around looking at household 

materials (how they can change and return to their orginal states). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



HUMANITIES 

   

Humanities forms an integral part of the curriculum at St. Lawrence’s Catholic Primary school.   The 

children show great enthusiasm and passion for both History and Geography and it is crucial that we 

continue to promote this as we return to school.   

Nurturing curiosity about the past, through the teaching of history, helps the children to better 

understand their present and future.  Developing awareness of the world, through the teaching of 

Geography, is crucial in supporting the children’s understanding of the increasingly complicated world 

that they live in. 

Between March and July, we will focus on two humanities topics in depth, aiming to inspire children and 

equip them with key historical and geographical skills to support their move into the next academic year.  

Quality, in depth study, of different topics is key!  

Below is our Humanities curriculum for Years 1 – 6, chosen by each class teacher: 

 March - May June - July 

Year 1 History: Toys 
 

Geography: Our School 

Year 2 History: Famous People 
 

Geography: Comparing Two Coastal Areas 

Year 3 History: The Victorians 
 

Geography: Volcanoes 

Year 4 History: Romans 
 

Geography: Rivers and Mountains 

Year 5 History: Ancient Egyptians Geography: Climate around the World and 
Climate Change 

Year 6* History: Monarchy 
 

History: Social History 

 
*Year 6 to cover to two History topics, as Geography already covered in Spring.  
 

• Each topic supports curriculum overview specification and includes ample opportunity for 
children to develop their historical and geographical skills. 

• In History, we will focus on: 
o Understanding past events and the lives of people who lived through such events, 

considering how they differ from and impact on our lives today. 
o Assessing the reliability of sources of evidence to arrive at judgements about key events 

in history. 

• In Geography, we will focus on: 
o Developing children’s curiosity of the world around them. 



o Understanding key physical and human processes and how they impact on 
environments. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY 

Design & Technology is a popular subject in school. Children enjoy the practical element of the 

subject. We will prioritise the teaching of this across the school in the summer term after the May 

half term. During the Summer Term therefore, we will focus on Design and Technology. Our Design 

and Technology Subject leader, Miss Bamber has outlined a Design and Technology Curriculum for 

Year Groups 1- 6 based on key skills and knowledge acquisition to support: 

• creativity, technical and practical expertise needed to perform everyday tasks confidently 
and to participate successfully in an increasingly technological world 

• build and apply knowledge, understanding and skills in order to design and make high-
quality prototypes and products for a wide range of users  

• evaluate and test their ideas and products and the work of others  

• understand and apply the principles of nutrition and learn how to cook 
 

 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Mechanics: 
Wheels and 
axles. 
Design, make 
and evaluate a 
push/pull old 
fashioned toy 
vehicle.  

Textiles: 
Joining 
techniques. 
Design, make 
and evaluate a 
finger puppet 
for imaginary 
role play. 

Mechanisms: 
levers and 
linkages. 
Design, make 
and evaluate a 
mechanical 
circus animal. 
 
Textiles: 2D 
shape to 3D 
product. 
Design, make 
and evaluate 
an embellished 
blanket for the 
whole class. 

Electrical 
Systems: 
Design, 
make and 
evaluate a 
torch for young 
children to use 
to read in bed. 

Mechanical 
Systems: 
Pulleys and 
Gears. Design, 
make and 
evaluate a 
Ferris wheel 
fairground ride. 

Food: Healthy 
food and varied 
diet. Design, 
make and 
evaluate a 
pasta salad 
dish for 
themselves for 
their lunchbox. 
 
Electrical 
Systems: More 
complex 
circuits and 
switches. 
Design, make 
and evaluate 
an alarm for 
the protection 
of a valuable 
artefact 
belonging to 
the teacher. 

 

  

 
 

 



P.E. and Exercise 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Latest Government Guidance (July 2020) states that schools are able to work with external coaches. 
Therefore, we will continue to work closely with PEAK Physical Education and Active Kids. 
https://www.peak-sport.co.uk/ 
 
As in September, children will remain in their groups and shared equipment kept to a minimum, 
then cleaned between uses. Outdoor sports will be prioritised wherever possible.   
 
In addition to P.E. lessons, we will continue to operate our ‘Get Active Daily’ Sessions such as 

workouts, Zumba, Daily Mile, running etc for a 10-15 minute session each day.  

 

After school clubs will begin on w/b 15 March. They will take place within childrens’ bubbles. 

 

We will also focus on making break times as active as possible.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

https://www.peak-sport.co.uk/


Intervention and Catch-Up Programmes 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Once children are settled back into school, we are planning to deliver a wide range of catch up and 
intervention programmes. 
 
According to the latest guidance (July 2020) all teachers and other staff can operate across different 
classes to facilitate the delivery of the school curriculum.  This will enable our current intervention 
teachers to continue with this high impact group support as usual. 
 
In addition, we plan to deliver targeted one to one and extra small group tuition, focussed on 
literacy and numeracy.  This will provide opportunities to fill in gaps in learning, identified by our 
assessments, but also allow children to practise new skills with greater support.  
  
Evidence shows that this will narrow the gaps at risk of opening up.   


