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          Friday 28 May 2021 

Dear parents and carers, 

Thank you for all of your continued support this term. The children are making great progress and school is a happy 

place to be. Please find a number of items that I need to update you on. 

COVID: COVID has largely dictated our school year but by and large we have been successful in keeping the virus out 

of school. We have only had two bubbles collapse in the school year so far. However, it is an ever changing situation 

and it would be wrong of us to become complacent now. As a result, at least for the start of the next half term, we 

will continue with: 

• Staggered starts and end to the day. Unchanged from this term. 

• Year group or phase bubbles to reduce mixing 

• Single bubbles attending clubs 

• Only essential visitors on site 

• Separate break times and lunch times for each bubble 

• Regular handwashing reminders for the children 

Unfortunately, at the moment, we do not have parents on site. This has a knock on effect to events such as Sports 

Day, School Fayres and Leaver’s events. We will review these closely once we get past June 21 which is the next date 

for the easing of restrictions. 

CLUBS: Take up for after school clubs has been excellent. Clubs will be in place for the following bubbles for the next 

half term (see below). All of our clubs are free. Clubs will begin immediately after half term, as will Breakfast Club. 

Monday: Key Stage 1 Sports Year 1 and 2 3.20-4.20 

Tuesday Basketball Year 5  3.20-4.20 

Wednesday Karate Year 4   3.20-4.20 

Thursday Key Stage 2 Sports Year 6  3.20-4.20 

Friday Dance Year 3   3.20-4.20 

 

HOLY COMMUNION AND BAPTISM: Congratulations to the children who had their first Holy Communion last 

Saturday morning. It was a beautiful occasion and I would like to thank the children and families for making it so. I 

would also like to thank Mrs Hagon and Mr Moore for co-ordinating the programme and Fr Shaun and the 

parishoners for accommodating us.  

If you want your child to be baptised, please contact Fr Shaun who will guide you. His details can be found through 

the Diocesan website or by contacting school. With the popularity of all of the Catholic Secondary schools now, it is 

extremely difficult for children to gain admission to these schools unless they are baptised. Don’t leave it too late! 

If any parents need advice on this, I am happy to help. 

St Lawrence’s Catholic Primary School 
Headlam Street  
Byker 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE6 2JX 
Telephone: (0191) 2659881 
        
email: office@stlawrencesprimary.org.uk 
 
Head Teacher: Mr P Brown 
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ATTENDANCE: Whole school attendance continues to be fairly strong. We have an overall average attendance of 

95.91% this school year which is a very good effort in the circumstances. There are 19 children (9.5%) with 

attendance that is below 90%. This makes them persistently absent and in need of intervention from our attendance 

officer.  

It is imperative that parents always keep us informed if your child is to be absent by ringing school and either 

speaking to somebody or by leaving a message. This is a matter of law. 

May I also remind you that any term time holidays can not be authorised unless the circumstances are exceptional. 

TRAFFIC: As always, I would encourage parents to walk to school with the children. If you must take the car, please 

make an effort to park a short distance from the school and walk the rest of the way as we want to avoid congestion 

and greatly reduce any prospect of our children or adults being at risk of an accident. 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS: As the country begins to open up through the success of the vaccination programme and fall 

in infection rates, we hope to gradually reintroduce some educational visits over the next half term. This is of huge 

benefit to our children as we structure a lot of our curriculum around such visits. We will of course proceed with 

caution with regard to risk assessments and as we know local situations can change very quickly. 

CLASS DOJO AND REMOTE WORKING: Most of you are familiar with Class Dojo as a point of contact with class 

teachers now and access this as a matter of course. This term, we have transitioned to most homework being put 

online and week by week parents and children are becoming more familiar with this, using the many laptops we 

have given out (over 90). Sometimes it is difficult to track several passwords for programmes such as Lexia, Rising 

Stars, Mathletics or Mathseeds. Staff will happily support with this if you get in touch on Class Dojo. If we can 

support homework further, please let us know. 

PARENT PAY: Shortly after this half term we will be moving all parents on to the Parent Pay system. This will mean 

the days of scrambling around for cash to pay dinner money and trip money will end. Parents will have a school 

account to pay anything owed remotely. There are several other benefits such as giving trip permissions remotely as 

well. We will be sending a letter out with instructions, information and login details on the first week back and aim 

to start on week beginning 14 June. The office staff will be there to help to ensure that Parent Pay is a success that 

saves time for both parents and school staff. 

TRAINING DAY: The last day of term for children will be on Thursday 22 July. Friday 23 July will be the third and final 

teacher training day of the school year. 

STAFFING NEXT YEAR: Soon after half term I will be in a position to write to you again and inform you of staffing 

arrangements next year and who your child will be working with. 

END OF YEAR REPORTS: We will be delivering end of year school reports on Tuesday 20 July. 

Yours faithfully 

 

Mr P A Brown 

 

 


