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Dear Parents/carers                                                                                                                                         21 June 2021 

COVID AND THE DELTA VARIANT: You will have seen on the news that COVID cases are on the rise again across the 

country and these pertain mainly to the new Delta strain of COVID. In addition to this, cases in Newcastle are almost 

double the national average at the moment and the majority of those cases are from school communities. All of this 

means that we must remain vigilant as a school community. As a result, the following measures will remain in place 

for the rest of this school year: 

• Children will remain in year group bubbles 

• Pick up and drop off times will remain as they are 

• Regrettably parents are not allowed on site at this time unless in an emergency or by special invitation 

These measures, among others, have meant that St Lawrence’s has been less affected by COVID than most other 

schools. Ideally, it is not how we wish to run our school. However, our first priority must be the safety of pupils, 

families and staff. 

In terms of children attending school, we are confident it is safe to do so but would always encourage parents to 

take a cautious ‘safety first’ approach. I.e. If there is any doubt over symptoms – call us and tell us that the children 

will be off and arrange to get a PCR test. This is very easy to do and results are very swiftly back. I had a test over half 

term and the results were back within 24 hours. Please use the following link: https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-

test 

Please note that any absence related to COVID is exempt from the child’s attendance record – however we need to 

know this to give a special absence mark. Please always contact school if your child is going to be absent in all 

circumstances. 

In addition, if you are contacted by Track and Trace and must isolate then it is essential to follow these instructions. 

END OF YEAR EVENTS: These circumstances mean that we are unable to host some of our usual end of year events 

where we would usually invite parents such as the summer fayre, Y6 leavers’ events and sports day, in person at 

least. Again, this is regrettable but we must ensure that safety is our first priority. We will try to share as much of the 

activities that the children do in school online. They will have a sports day among themselves and there will be 

leavers’ events. 

EDUCATIONAL VISITS: Very cautiously, we are re-introducing some educational visits. These will be outdoor events 

and will follow very precise risk assessments. 

Many thanks once again for your patience and understanding. We can only hope that 2021/22 is a far more 

straightforward year. 

Yours Faithfully 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

St Lawrence’s Catholic Primary School 
Headlam Street  
Byker 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE6 2JX 
Telephone: (0191) 2659881 
        
email: office@stlawrencesprimary.org.uk 
 
Head Teacher: Mr P Brown 
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