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21 July 2021 

Dear parents, 

END OF TOUGH YEAR: As we come to the end of a very difficult academic year I would, on behalf of the staff, like to 

say a heartfelt thank you for the continued support and understanding that you have given us under the most 

difficult of circumstances. Despite everything, the children have made very good progress and the staff have been 

magnificent in supporting them. We still have a lot of work to do next year but remain confident that our school can 

prosper and the children will get to where we need them to be. 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT YEAR: You will be aware that there is more guidance for schools to consider from 16 

August. Throughout the year, we have been following this and adapting to our school to the best of our ability to 

keep everybody safe. It is hard to keep up sometimes (for both staff and parents). We have been largely successful 

and are way below city wide and national averages in terms of how many bubbles (only two) that we have had to 

disband. Below, I will summarise some of the things that will change next year and some that will remain: 

1. End to bubble system: From September we can bring children together for (for example) assemblies and 

lunch times. There is no longer a requirement to keep them apart according to the most recent guidance. 

This also means that if there is a positive case in class – it does not necessarily follow that the rest of the 

class or close contacts are sent home. This is now the responsibility of Track and Trace rather than the 

individual schools. 

2. Should children be unwell with COVID symptoms they are still required to go and get a PCR test and will not 

be allowed into school until a negative response is returned. Lateral Flow Tests are not sufficient and are 

only tests for those who may be asymptomatically carrying the virus. 

3. From 16 August, anyone under the age of 18, or adults who are double vaccinated for at least 14 days, will 

not be required to isolate if they are identified as a close contact of a positive case. They will however be 

advised to take a PCR test and, if that is positive, they and their household must follow the public health 

guidance, which remains as it is now – a 10 day period of isolation. 

4. If only your child is instructed to self-isolate, and does not have symptoms within their self-isolation period, 

then other members of your household can continue normal activities. 

5. Our school will continue with current staggered start and end times. These have had a positive effect on 

organisation reducing traffic around school. Children in Key stage 2 can now enter though either gate. 

Nursery and Reception will start at 9.05am – they will finish at 3.05pm through the entrance on Headlam 

Street outside of the Early Years classrooms.  

Y1 and Y2 will start at 8.50am and will come through the Key Stage 1 entrance. They will finish at 3.10pm. 

Y3 and Y4 will start at 9.00am and will come through the Key Stage 2 entrances. They will finish at 3.15pm.  

Y5 and Y6 will start ten minutes earlier and will come through Key stage 2 entrances at 8.50am. They will 

finish at 3.05pm. 
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MRS McWEENY: At the end of term, we will say goodbye to Mrs McWeeny as she retires from the profession. Mrs 

McWeeny has been in teaching for 35 years and has spent the last 9 of those at St. Lawrence’s. Many children and 

families have benefitted from her teaching skill and kindness over the years and she has done a wonderful job in our 

Early Years. She has also been responsible for co-ordinating our external visits programme which has gone from 

strength to strength during her time with us. I am sure you will join myself, the staff and the governors in wishing her 

a gloriously long and happy retirement. 

WELCOME MRS BICKLE: Mrs McWeeny will be replaced by Mrs Bickle who will start with us in September. Mrs Bickle 

will teach in Reception class and will lead our Early Years team. Mrs Bickle has previously led a successful Early Years 

unit elsewhere in Newcastle and we are delighted to have been able to attract her into joining our school. We will 

welcome her warmly in September. 

FULL STAFFING LIST: 

Please note: some teachers or support staff will work across two classes. 

CLASS TEACHER(S) TEACHING SUPPORT TEACHING ASSISTANT 

Nursery  Miss B Russell N/A Mrs M Russell 

Reception Mrs Bickle N/A Miss Heide / Miss A 

Charlton 

Y1 Miss Bamber / Mrs 

Woodley (job share) 

Mrs Warwick Miss McHugh / Miss Ridley 

Y2 Mrs Hagon (4 days) / 

Mrs Warwick (1 day) 

Mrs Warwick Mrs Gray / Miss S Bell / 

Miss Ridley 

Y3 Miss O’ Hare Miss S Charlton Mrs Rogerson 

Y4 Mr Moore Miss S Charlton / Mrs 

Villalobos 

Miss Porter 

Y5 Miss Davidson Mrs Villalobos Mrs Hamilton / Miss 

McDonnell 

Y6 Miss Murray & Mr 

Jeffrey 

N/a due to two 

teachers in class 

Mrs Hamilton 

Special Educational Needs Miss O’Hara   

Pastoral Support Miss Cath Gibson   

Modern Foreign Languages Mrs Hewson   

PE Mr Stephenson   



 
 

 
 

St Lawrence’s  Catholic Primary School is part of the Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust, a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales 
under company registration number No 7841435. Registered Office: Fenham Hall Drive, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 9YH 

 
 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS: These will resume on the second week back (Monday 13 September).  

GOODBYE Y6: We say goodbye to a wonderful Year 6 class at the end of this year. They have been a magnificent 

class and go with all our best wishes for their futures. We were delighted to (against all odds) take them on a truly 

memorable residential visit last week which was a brilliant way for them to end their time with us. They have St. 

Lawrence’s in their hearts – so will never truly leave. We wish them every success in the future and hope that they 

will aim for the stars! 

END OF YEAR REPORTS: By now you will have received your end of year reports for the children. Please note that 

many children – especially the younger ones – are not where they would usually be at the end of the school year in 

terms of attainment. This is mainly to do with the sheer amount of school time missed due to COVID both this year 

and last. With hard work, excellent attitudes, good attendance and support both at home and at school we are very 

confident that we can ensure that the children progress rapidly next year. 

SUMMER LEARNING: With the above in mind, it is important that the children have a good rest in the summer but 

take opportunities to tick over with their learning. Their passwords for Lexia, Rising Stars and Mathletics are still valid 

over the summer and this will help them to get a flying start in their new year groups.  

SUMMER PROGRAMMES: Teachers have attached a programme of free events going on across the city this summer. 

They represent a great chance for children to be active and get out during the summer holidays. Contact details can 

be found within the booklet. 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS: FSM vouchers are running over this summer. Using our last record from the Local 

Authority (they get updated weekly), school have arranged for these to be delivered electronically each week. They 

amount to £15 per child per week. 

SEPTEMBER RESTART: We will return to school for the next academic year on Tuesday 7 September. A full list of 

school terms and dates is available on our school website in the ‘Parents’ section. Breakfast Club will be available for 

Y1 – Y6 immediately. 

On behalf of all of the staff and governors, I would like to thank you all once again for your support this year and 

wish you all a safe and happy summer. 

Yours faithfully, 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

 


