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Monday 6th September         

Dear parents, 

We are very much looking forward to welcoming your children back to school tomorrow. We hope this year will be a 

lot more straightforward. I am writing to outline some of the changes and some things that will remain in place 

ahead of the children’s return to school: 

• Class bubbles are no longer necessary according to the guidance. This means that the children can mix 

more. It also means that if one child tests positive – it does not necessarily follow that we have to send the 

rest of the class or close contacts within that class home.  The class will only close if there are multiple cases 

and / or the class can not be staffed due to absence of the teacher and all available cover. Also, this does not 

mean that others within the home have to isolate. Instead, the guidance suggests that others within the 

home should get a PCR test immediately. Our school will be following this guidance. 

• We will – to some degree - keep staggered starts and finishing times. This helps hugely with traffic outside of 

school. A reminder of start / end times can be found below: 

➢ Nursery and Reception will start at 9.05am – they will finish at 3.05pm through the entrance on Headlam 
Street outside of the Early Years classrooms. 

➢ Y1 and Y2 will start at 8.50am and will come through the Key Stage 1 entrance. They will finish at 3.05pm. 
➢ Y3 and Y4 will start at 9.00am and will come through the Key Stage 2 entrances. They will finish at 3.15pm. 
➢ Y5 and Y6 will start ten minutes earlier and will come through Key stage 2 entrances at 8.50am. They will 

finish at 3.05pm. 

• Parents can drop the children at the gate at the start of the day or they can come into the yard. At the end of 

the day, we ask that parents pick children up at the school gates as they did last year. If your child is allowed 

to walk home on their own (Y5 and above) – please let the class teacher know as soon as possible. 

• As always, if possible, we encourage children and parents to walk to school. If you must drive, please park a 

short distance away and walk the remainder so that no children are endangered. 

• Within school, we will continue to stagger play times. As well as reducing contacts, this had a beneficial 

effect on behaviour during play times and lunch times last year and also greatly reduced accidents on the 

yard. No more than two classes will be out at any one time. 

• The children can now gather for assemblies again. We will do this in key stages to begin to start with and will 

review this as the year goes by. 

• There is no longer a requirement for children to sit in rows facing the front. How the class is arranged will be 

entirely at the discretion of the class teacher. 

• We will continue to encourage handwashing and good hygiene. Hand sanitisation stations will be all around 

school. 

• Should children be ill, parents should not send them to school. Parents should seek an immediate PCR test 

to confirm or rule out COVID. These are usually back within 24 hours and if they are negative the children 
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can return to school immediately – even in the middle of the school day. If children present as ill in school 

we will send them home and advise a test. 

• Breakfast club will resume tomorrow (Tuesday 7 September) for Year 1 -6 from 8.00am. Children must be in 

before 8.30am. 

• All after school clubs will resume from the second week (Monday 13 September). We will advise which 

children can attend which club by Friday 10 September. 

• On PE days (Monday for Reception, Y1 and Y2. Thursday for Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6) children can attend in their PE 

kits. 

• We will be encouraging staff to restart our extensive programme of educational visits as soon as possible this 

year. 

• Attendance in school has returned to being mandatory. Term time holidays are not permitted. 

• There will still be a remote education plan for children absent from school with COVID. Children will be 

provided with work should they be off due to COVID. 

• Staff are still required to do twice weekly lateral flow tests before attending school. 

• There is no requirement for staff to wear face masks in school or outside or in meetings. This is entirely at 

their discretion. If meeting a parent, staff will be asked to observe social distancing and safety protocols and 

parents will be asked to respect these. 

 

Yours faithfully,  

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 
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