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22 October 2021 
 
Dear parents, 

As we approach the end of the first half term of the new academic year, I would like to take the chance to update 

you on a number of issues in school. While this half term has been challenging in some areas (see below) the 

children have been a credit and have behaved very well and worked extremely hard. However, there are a number 

of challenges that we must address going forward. 

ATTENDANCE: For a long time, our school has worked very hard on improving the children’s attendance. It is no 

secret that good attendance (95% or above) has a direct and obvious impact on children’s success in school. Sadly, 

this term our attendance has been very poor and is among the worst in the city. There are a number of reasons for 

this. Firstly, there are some nasty bugs around at the moment. Secondly, due to lockdown, many children (especially 

our younger children) do not have the immunity to fight off illness that they would usually have at this stage. Finally, 

there is some understandable anxiety around COVID symptoms. However, we do have a number of children still on 

100% attendance or very close to it, which is outstanding. Well done to them! Others, however, must improve 

urgently.  

Early next term, I will spend some time identifying all children with attendance below 90%, particularly those who 

have been persistently absent (below 90% attendance) in previous years. Through our attendance officer, we will 

write letters to those parents whose children we are most concerned about and will hopefully work with them to 

significantly improve matters and give those children the best possible chance to succeed. Should matters not 

improve for those children, then we will have no choice but to inform the local authority and go down a route of 

legal monitoring which can result in fines. I have never chosen to take this step before but at present I feel we 

have no choice and Governors are in full support. 

We do not expect genuinely ill children to come in to school. However, it is a legal requirement to inform school if a 

child is going to be absent. You simply call school and leave a message on the phone. School should not have to call 

to find out where children are.  

UNIFORM: In September, it was noticeable how smartly the children returned to school and how all of them were 

wearing the correct uniform. Since then, things have slipped slightly. Could I remind parents that ear rings are not 

permitted for safety reasons and leggings are not part of the school uniform. All footwear needs to be black. If any 

parents need any help with uniform, please contact school and Cath Gibson will be able to help. 

CHRISTMAS UPDATE: We are hoping that we can invite parents in this Christmas to watch their children perform at 

Christmas. However, this is subject to the situation around COVID as numbers seem to be going in the wrong 

direction again in terms of infections. Our plan is to have more performances with less people in the hall. For 

example, the Y1 and Y2 children will do two performances for each set of parents rather than one performance with 

all parents in from the two year groups. I will write straight after half term with plans and dates. Unfortunately, 

there will be no fayre this year as numbers of people in such a small space would be too high. 
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TERM DATES: We break up today for half term and return to school on Monday 1 November. We are then in school 

until Friday 17 December when we break up for the Christmas holidays. This is earlier than we usually break up. We 

return to school on Wednesday 5 January in line with St Mary’s, our Catholic feeder school. 

INTO UNIVERSITY: We are developing a very exciting partnership with Into University, a charity set up to improve 

the numbers of children going to University specifically from inner city schools. I have attached a flyer with regard to 

a family learning event on Thursday 28 October between 2pm and 4pm at Monkchester Community Centre, NE6 2LJ. 

This is for children in Year 3, 4, 5 and 6. You don’t have to book a place in advance in there is lots of help on offer for 

the children and families in what will be a long running partnership. A flyer is attached to class dojo accounts. 

FREE SCHOOL MEAL VOUCHERS: Benefits related Free School Meal Vouchers are available over the half term. They 

will be sent electronically. 

BISHOP’S LETTER: Attached on your Class Dojo account is a letter from the Bishop that has gone out to all Catholic 

schools for your information. 

Yours Faithfully 

 

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 

 

 
 

 


