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Dear parents,  

I would like to take the opportunity to write to you as we come to the end of another term in school. I have three 

main items to share. 

CHANGE OF STRUCTURE: 

As you know, I will be taking on a new role after Easter where I will be given the new title ‘Executive Head Teacher’ 

and will be working across two schools: St Lawrence’s and St Joseph’s in Benwell. This will be for at least one year. I 

will still be present at school on most days of the week but we are keen to improve capacity for when I am off site. 

As a result, Governors have agreed to alter the staffing structure at St Lawrence’s. the changes are outlined as 

follows: 

Miss Murray will now be Head of School having previously been Deputy Head. Miss Murray will have a reduced 

teaching commitment in the classroom so that she is available to manage the day to day running of the school at all 

times – but particularly when I am off site. 

We have appointed Mr Mullholland who will work alongside Mr Jeffrey in Year 6. Mr Mullholland will take on Miss 

Murray’s teaching commitment, meaning we can continue with two teachers supporting our Year 6 class. 

Miss Murray will be supported by all staff. The following staff will have specific delegated responsibility. 

Mr Jeffrey – Key Stage 2 lead: Mr Jeffrey will be responsible for all matters pertaining to the children in Key Stage 2. 

Mrs Hagon – Key Stage 1 lead: Mrs Hagon will be responsible for all matters pertaining to the children in Key Stage 1. 

Mrs Bickle – Early Years lead: Mrs Bickle will be responsible for all matters pertaining to the children in Early Years. 

Mrs O’Hara – Special Educational Needs Lead:  Mrs O’Hara will be responsible for all matters pertaining to children 

with Special Educational Needs. 

Cath Gibson – Pastoral Lead: Cath will continue to support families and children pastorally in matters not necessarily 

related to education. 

We are confident that the renewed structure will give the school the additional capacity that it needs to continue to 

thrive. 

COVID UPDATE: 

On Friday 1 April, new COVID guidance was issued to both schools and the general public. As always, school will 

adopt the said guidance. The salient points are as follows: 

St Lawrence’s Catholic Primary School 
Headlam Street  
Byker 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE6 2JX 
Telephone: (0191) 2659881 
        
email: office@stlawrencesprimary.org.uk 
 
Head Teacher: Mr P Brown 

mailto:office@stlawrencesprimary.org.uk


 
 

 
 

St Lawrence’s  Catholic Primary School is part of the Bishop Bewick Catholic Education Trust, a company limited by guarantee registered in England and Wales 
under company registration number No 7841435. Registered Office: Fenham Hall Drive, Newcastle upon Tyne, NE4 9YH 

 
 

• Essentially, school will treat COVID and COVID related symptoms as they would any other illness. I.e. If your 

child is well enough to come into school, they can come in. If they are not then they should stay at home 

until such a time as they are well enough to return. 

• Tests are no longer freely available. It is up to parents whether they choose to test children going forward. 

Should you choose to test your child and they test positive, the minimum term of absence for children is 

three days (it is five for adults). As stated above, should the children not be tested, the illness will be treat as 

any other illness. 

• We will continue to encourage good hygiene and handwashing as general good practice as well as a 

response to COVID.  

• We have stayed with staggered opening and exit times for the children. This was initially as a response to 

COVID but it has worked so much better with traffic as that has always been a safety issue at our school. We 

will stay with this for now but will review in due course. 

• We will be increasingly encouraging parents to return to school for school events and workshops. This has 

already been happening in school. We would simply ask: if you are feeling ill, stay away as you normally 

would (for example with a bout of ‘flu). 

 

EASTER VOUCHERS: 

Easter vouchers for children who qualify for benefits related free school meals will again be distributed over Easter. 

GOODBYE AND GOOD LUCK NATALIE: 

Natalie Newton leaves us at the end of this week to take up a new post. We thank Natalie for her service and care of 

the children during her time in post. We wish Natalie all of the very best in the future and wish her well in her new 

post. Mr Whaley will be the school’s new caretaker until the end of the summer term at least. 

Yours Faithfully,  

Mr P A Brown 

Head Teacher 
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